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It has been suggested by severarl' Mmisrterial Breth- 
ren and others, that the publication of these disconrses, 
delivered at the late Unrversalist Convention, in a smalF 
neat velame, would be very acceptabre to the Universalist 
public ; and might, among other landable efforts, aid in 
extending a knowledge c^ gospel tratb, as understood and 
inculcated in this denomination of Christians. 

A copy of the several sermons having been obtained,, 
they are now, in the hope of their extensive usefulness,, 
respectfufly preeented to the public, by its 

Obedient Servant, 

THE PUULISHER. 
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»ERM4»lf 1. 



BY SYLVANUS €OBB; 



I!)euteronomy XXX : 15. See, I hare set before theo 
tbu day life and good, and death and evil. 

The love of happrnjess is common to all meO) 
and is inseparable from a conscious existence. 
Man's very eanslence as a cqnscipus and intellf c- 
1x11(1 bebg, must be destroyed, in order to des* 
troy bis love of happiness^ While he has pow- 
er to exert himself, his exertions will be aimed, 
in genera!, at the promotion of his enjoyment. 

1 know that some learned divines deno>i|p|tate 
this self-love, and tbes^ exertions for the bippi- 
ness of one's seUV altogether vile and wicked. 
They say that men cannot conduct acceptably in 
the sight of Gt)d, but wben«they act upon dmn- 
teresttd principles, having no regard to self. 
However men may th^riz^ on such a principle, 
it caimet he reduced to practice. For, I repeat 
it, alpve of happin^s is inseparable from human 
existence. And it;M|. on this principle in the 
constitotioB of humais nature j that the scripturti 
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found all tiie promises of reward and nkjd^teae 
ings of punishment, designed to influeMI the 
moral conduct. An.d it is with reference to the 
same principle that the promises of the gospel are 
comiminicated unto us, to render us more happy 
J^ejpe through hope o^freater good to come. 

Consequently to urge upon man, ynder the 
name of holiiiess) an absolute indifierence to \m 
own allotment, is to urge upon him a principle 
which is not only coiitrary to the confetituiioq of 
mind which God has given us, but which is also 
at war with every chapter of the Bible, and would 
render inapplicable and nugatory all the sonpture 
instructions^ - Could a man be^hanged into such 
a state of indifference, it would be a matter of no 
consequence to him, whether the reward of t?irr 
tue were misery^ and the reward oi vice^ happir 
ness; or whether it were the reverse. It would 
•no otherwise affect his gratitude or his peace, to 
beiaughttliat^f God is love,'' than it would to 
be tai^ht that he is full of wrath and malevolence. 
It would be a matter of total indifference to him, 
whether Jesus Christ was ordained to be his 
Saviour^ pr bis Desimyer, He would be incar 
pable of hoping for future good ; because ' what 
a man hop^s for, he both expects and dcsiw,— ^ 
which implies a choice that is incompatible with 
^ state of in(l(^6renc6^ 

Now we are fully persuaded tbat the scriptures 
^o noj mean to lu^go upon uS' any jM^irB&ipte i^s tbo 
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requisite lioliness, whkh wouM overArow iha 
whole ^heme af Bible iRstriiction, and whicb 
would disqualify us for enjoying the hopes and 
consolatioDS, and for feeliug the obligations which 
the scriptures are designed to inculcale. li is 
in commendatory reco^itiqpof this inextingCiisb*^ 
able love of happiness in man, that the Liord 
said by Moses as in the text, ^^ See^ 1 have s^ 
before thee this day Itfe and goody and death and 
eviU^ 

The doctrine of the text is, that life and good, 
and death and evil, are placed b^ore mankind, 
within their imii^diate reach. That by taking 
one course, they shall find, not a life given as an 
extraneous matter in some other world, after this 
course shall be ended, but, shall find U& and 
good mthat course. . They shall find tkfit way 
itself to be life and good. It is set beftiipe 
as such. And by taking the opposit6 i 
they shall find, not death and evil put dfTl 
the last end of that course, to be suffered 
extraneous matter in some o(her world, jbutd 
find death and evil in that course. They sh 
£nd that way itself to be death and-evi). They 
are notified of it as such. ^^ See, . / have set hi' 
fort thee, this day, life and gpod, and death and 
evilJ' 

This text of scripture is almost always in the 
moutj^s of those preachers who assert that the 
eternal states of men are determined by the choice 
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Miey wiafcc in tbi^life. In representing to their 
pieople the life and good, and death and evil, 
vhich God enffaged by this scripture to mete to 
paefi aceordingly as they sboviM choose for them-^ 
selves in regard to their conduct^ they paint the 
blessedness. and the^lory of the immortal and 
beavenly state, which they say is to be procure 
ed by human exertions here, — and describe the 
Bupposed horrors of the world of hopeless wo, to 
xvhich many, as they contend, shall be at last 
flopraed, by reason of the choice they make for 
{ben9$^lyes on^earth. 

This is attaching; to the conduct of frail man 
in his momentary earthly stale, consequences so 
tremendous, as must overwhelm to distraction 
^ny mind which believes it, and has of it any re- 
^Usting view. - The only reason why more who 
agsent to such sentiments are not driven to dis- 
""""^ction and miserable wretchedness, is, that they 
" |t tAe a slight view of the names of things, 
^^ilHheir minds extend not to grasp the immensi* 
Uly of this subject. • 

'^k' The teachers of the doctrine which attaches 
infiqite, irreversiMe consequences to the preseiit 
doipgs of man, profess to be much concerned t© 
have th^r pepple .^ecome more deeply sensibly 
of their situation in view of such sentiment. They 
)abopr hard tq make the people feel the sent^s 
jncnt, thus expressed by Watts : » 
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Hang everl 
Th' eternal slat^ 

Upon Ii£e it 
' Infinite joy, 6 
Atteincb 






At timds tB^ cl 
pecially of the youji 
to feel , in' a gr%it q 
tioh in which sil^h^' 
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•fr ^* 
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cause many, es 
'fender, and ^uninformed, 
sense of 'ttfe situa- 
tepresents them, and 
the excUement which this 'producer, they call a 
revival df religion. But thp subjects of this ex- 
citement, generally, for the time being, are made 
incapable tor both the duties and the enjoyments 
of life ; arid it is not until after the sense oftho 
situation in which their doctrine rgpresents them 
lias much tvorn off, even with thdW who stand 
as professors of f^ligion, that they seem to know 
how to act, or to possess powder to enjoy. And 
I view it a happy circumstance that the nii#ds 
of mankind in general ^re incapable of refreSllhg 
and retaining a realizing sense of the doctrlti^ 
which I speak of. Yes, it is tnily a grateful cfr- 
cifmstance that the minds of so few of those who 
sutfscribe to this doctrine, are capable of receiv- 
fng and f etaitupg a realizing sense of it. For if 
th^y should all retain a deep sense pf the situa- 
tio0 iti which it represents them, the tremendous 
con^i§5<q|uences 'which it attaches^ to their every 
thought," word, and deed, they would all inevita-r 
Jbljr be, wfikt the fBW'have become who have im^ 
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bibed and retai&ed a sense of li^^-^toretched^ 

*It -is impossible that it jshould be otherwise. 

No mancan long retain!^ thef proper balanc^Mr 

" i9 mind ^ the exercise^^[]^i|^^iptjal powers, "^Ifi^ 

e really feels pressic^^^^hilupoit him the weight- 
of infinite consequences pending his present do- 
ings. - R^^ay think- that he has found religion ^ 
and has become a disciple jof Jesus ; but if he 
really believes the doctrine which holds that there 
is a possibility of his being deceived with regard 
to the genuineness of his experience, and also 
that, however genuine his present experience^ 
and however good his present conduct, he is lia- 
ble to be led away in future by temptation- into 
sip, and ihf^i^ndless life and good, and endless 
death and evil, hang pending, to be turned, one 
or the other, to his lot, by his doings in this 
life ; — if, I say, he should really believe such 
doctrine, and have a realizing sense of the situa* 
tion in which it places him, the weight of it press- 
ing down upon him, would break away one and 
another mental cord, until his naind would be- 
come entirely wrecked. 

Henoe I say, it is a happy circumstance, that 
so few minds are capable of imbibing and retain- 
ing a realizing sense of this mind-destroying doc- 
trine. But I have known some minds to be des- 
troyed by it. Their sensing the doctrine which 
piles iufiuits consequences upon tlieir present 



eivot^ks, fo^ught a ^tisiiing im|^ upon tboir 
fnincls, ^wliich was if ke takiDg the stupeiidoqs ioad 
of the stmngest rcdlrtDny carriagey aod casting it 
^pon the hmutrcart of a child. And I have 
known nqtipdb^rs whose credulijy and sensibiKty 
have not b^en such as to plafo them so directly 
under the weight of this doctrine as to bo entircr 
ly .wrecked by ity who have yet received such a 
5<rj^n uponlheir mental powers bs to be rendered 
lesi^ stctive, less usefui, and less happy , through 
life. 

But there, are other evil effects prodmed by 
the doctrine which we gre considering, besides 
the injury which it inflicts on those who most 
siocereiy believe it ; — one of which is the followr 
tng. it labours to influence t^be preset conduct 
of men fey the consideration of those distant, ex- 
traneous,^ and infinite consequeaces before raenr 
tioned, and hereby caiises them to overlook the 
real consequences of humap conduct which it is 
cs^ntial that they sliould appreciate. And then 
tonsany, these infinite consequences, which this 
4^^ipe attaches to the works of frail mortals here, 
li^v so^arast, so inconceivable, so unreasonable, 
aSK^so buDipdlesSv beyond all proportion with 
th^r. merits 6r demerits, that they exceed their 
creAdily, and thus their minds become insensible 
to th^i||Auence^ Thys being taught to overlook 
the reift^l^^itimajte . consequences of kvi^i^^ 
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doin^a, sndeai^d away 4o cont^mpjate ^se 
imagmary, vast, and distant donseqaenees, to the 
influence of which their minds have become in^ 
sensible, because they exceed their credulity, 
they are left destitute of either the proper stimu- 
lants and restraiaits, gt those which menende&no^ 
to substitute. . 

But the believer in the doctrine against whicfc 
I am now objecting, will begin to con;|^in 
that I make too free use of practical o^er- 
vation anjj human reason. " We ought not to 
exak our reason on this subject," says he, "but 
risk the consequence of a close adhejrance to the 
word of God^ Gk)d declares that he has plaoed 
life and death before his creatures, and given -to 
them the^ftberty ctf choice. And this wor4 we 
are bound to believe, however obnoxious it naay 
appear to our reason, and whatever may be^the 
consequence of so believing." 

Yes, we iwU believe God's word, and to it I 
now appeal for a decision of the case in question. 
But I have no fear that God's word will be found 
obnoxious to reason, or that any evil oonsequ^m:^ 
shall result from its beiog sincerely and prae^ 
cally. believed. It does indeed declare sa3p|%, 
** I have set before thee this day life and good, 
and death and evil . " And to the same authority 
I appeal for decision concerning this Ii|e and 
good, and death and evW^-r^hat they a^y and 
wJure to be experienced. 
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See the text widi iti explanatory context. 
** See, I have set before thee tbss day life and/ 
good, and deathand evil ; indiat I oommand thee 
this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk ia 
hieVays, aod to keep his commandments, his 
statutes, and his judgments, that thou raayest 
live and multiply : and the Lord thy God shaU 
bUss ^ee in the land tx^ithir thou goest to pomss 
i<." This is the hfe and good whioh God set 
before the people, to be procured by their doings; 
it is Ufe and hUsstdness in the land of Canaany 
which they were about going to possess. 
' To proceeds, — rerse IT. **^But if thine heart 
turn away, so that thou wih not hear, but shalt be 
cfrawn away and worship otjfeer gods, and serve 
them,— I denoufice unto you this day, that ye 
shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong 
your dajrs in the land whither thoii ^sest over 
Jordan to go and possess it." 

Hfrice it is Seen that the '^ deaih and mP 
which their conduct might bring upon them, was- 
tki suflfering ()f distress in the land, -^^e same 
land 'm which 4hey should disobey, andlhear be- 
ing destroyed out of that land, or cut off IrOm k. 
The\&ddress proeeedi^, ftom Moses the servant 
of God. '^ I cdl heaven and earth to record this 
dayik^iDStydu, that I have set before ybu life 
and d6fiid%lMife^ing^aDdcui$sii^ tl^refore choose 
hfe^ tlMb bA dxttr atid thy^ s^^ tbac 
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thou niayest love the Lord ttiy Godv aiid thalt&bu 
mayest obey his voice, and that thou raayest 
cleare unto himf ; (for he is thy life, and ther; 
length of thy days ;) that thou mayest dwell in 
the land which the Lord sware unto thy fatheVs, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
them.'' 

This doctrine is reasonable and practical. It 
is as unlike the doctrine of men before consider- 
ed, as light is unlike darknesff, and truth unliker 
error. It holds forth to our choice, and to in- 
duce us to vhrtue, that life and good which is 
properly connected with the practice of goodtiess 
and truths and grows up in it. And to dissuade 
us from vice, it denounces that death and evil 
which is properly connected with the practice of 
sin, ^nd grows up in it. I say, this doctrine 
holds forth* to us these inducements and. res- 
traints, for although the words of the text were 
immediately addressed to the children of Israel, 
and declared the good and evil which they shodd 
enjoy or suffer, according to their doings, in the- 
land of Canaan, yet they speak a semiment which 
is of uydversal application. In all ages, and in 
all places, godliness is life and goody and «>i is 
death and evil, - . - 

1. Godliness is life and good, I deem it im-' 
portant that this sentiment of the Bible should be 
often, by various arguments and ilkistratioo^^* 
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yrged home upon the cbnsideration of mankind, 
especially of the yoting. The tender uninformed 
child comes forward A^ith pantines after happi- 
ness, every voluntary action maimed at the promo- 
tion of his enjoyment. How great then is the 
evil to him, of that systeni of education, which 
impresses him with the idea that his wished for 
happiness in this worlds will be, perhaps, most 
likely to be found in the way of sin ; — ^which 
represents that the services of religion are mere 
penances here ; and which, having sunk those 
lively incentives to godliness which the Bible 
priesents, attempts to substitute the consideration 
of that distant and infinite reward, the thought:x>f 
which, as pending on his feeble exertions, over- 
whelms his mind with distraction and dismay. 
Many young minds have been driven by such 
distracting sentiments, to seek relii^f In careless- 
ness and thoughtlessness, putting offa considera- 
tion of the subject of religion. 

But the J%'A^ presents a way of instruction, 
into which childreniBaBj look and not be dis- 
tracted, and in which they may walk and not err. 
It shows the child that godliness^ which consists 
in trusting and loving God, and practising moral 
virtue, is itself ihM very present haj^iness which 
he so eagerly desires. It declares, in language, 
that cannot be misunderstood, that ''Wisdom's 
ways are ways of {deasantnessy and all her paths 
2 
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art peace. She is a tree t)f life to tliem that lay 
hold upon her, and happy ii every one that re* 
taineth her." Again, *' Great peace have they 
that love God's law, and nothing shall offend 
ihera." And again, " In keeping God's judg- 
ments, (or commands,) there is grectf rcwm'd." 
This is our doctrine, and it is the doctrine of 
the BiMt, About this there is no mistake. And 
who^ and where^ is the blasphemer against Bible 
and reason, that will pronounce this a licencious 
doctrine ? As much as you all love enjoyment, if 
you really believe this doctrine, that wisdom's or 
virtue's ways, are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her *paths are peace, that she is a tree of life to 
every one tliat layeth hold upon her, and tiappy 
w every one that retaineth her ; — I say, if yott 
really believe this, as much as you love emoy- 
ment, you \^ill seek to possess yourselves of the 
principles, and to walk m the practice ofviriue. 
And with this sentiment the Bible abounds* What 
few passa|^es we can quote in one discourse, are 
in comparison with the whole that teach it, as 
the drop to the bucket. ^^ Ho, every one that 
thirstetb," saith God's prophet, ** come ye to 
the waters ; and be that hath no money, come 
ye, buy and eat j yea, come^buy wiae and milk, 
without money, and without price. Wherefore 
do ye spend your money for that which is not 
bread, and yotir labour for that which satisfi^th 
not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye 



that yvblch is good, ikod lei your souL delight it* 
self in fatness. Indine^ your ear, and come unto 
me ; hear, and your soul shall live." ^ 

Here the prophet holds up before us a great 
good whicfa^ we may obtain unto ourselres by at- 
tending to his instructions. Yet it is no otiier 
good than that which is found in the po8se$8im¥ of 
the instructions and principles of goodness with 
which heavenly wisdom presents us. The thirs- 
ty are invited to come unto Uie waters ; and the 
good which they are to procure by coming, is 
the principle of godliness which is represented by 
the waters, which will reward them for coming, 
as the waters reward the thirsty for drinking. 

Again, " Wherefore do ye spend your labour 
ibr that which satisfieth not ? Hearken diligently 
unto me, and eat ye tliat which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness." » It is plain 
that all the rewai'd which is here held out to in- 
duce m^n to seek and practise righteousness and 
truth, is the good which they shodld find these 
principles themselves to constitute. They were 
to possess themselves of these principles as that 
which should yield (hem satisfaction, and make 
their souls to delight themselves in fatness. 

And then the word Zi/*e, as in our text^ is 
ployed to eitpress the same good. " Hear, 
your soul shall tivfr." The souPs Uvif^ as ex- 
pressed here, is the sam^ as its delighting itself 
m fatness a& in the preceding verse. Hearken 
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unto me, and eat ye that which is good, skrd let 
y^mr soul deHght itself in fatness. Incline your 
ear and come unto me ; hear;, and yeursoul shall 
K»c." That is, yotn* soul or nfiind, by possess- 
ing itself of the principles of Ti^hteousness and 
truth, would herety find itself e^mg that which 
is good, and rejoicing in tfie fatness or richness 
of moral life and blessedness. 

But here our doctrinal opposers would come 
forwiard, and with a coldness which would seem 
to bespeak a non-acquainCance with the sublime 

Eleasures and enjoyments of trtie religion or god- 
ness, declare tnat the inducements which i now 
offer to virtue are akogeiher insufficient. The 
present rewards of godliness which I have now 
been urging, they speak of as a matter too incon^* 
sideraUe to be held out as sufficient inducements 
U) ^ service of God. Nothing is sufficient to 
be held. out as an inducement to engage and hold 
men in the service of God, but the promise of 
Qn eternity of blessedness hereafter, as the rew»4 
of their labours here. 

But would not these religious people be as 
well satisfied to have it understood that they shall 
enjoy great present benefits as the reward of their 
r^bteousness here, and then receive that inunor- 
'w Jife and blessedness in the future world as the 
gift of God^sgrace^not according to their works, 
but according to his own good pleasure, whereby 
he will gather into the sam^ lite and blessedness 



his wliole mic»ial fani% ? Wi6ulcl not tbis Tiwr^ 
I say, satisfy them as well ? No. For this 
would allow those who are not holy b^e^ to b& 
holy and hap{>y hereafter. No ; ^ttsf mast have 
it understood that tfaay arato rec&ive immorkd 
life and gloryy m eternal disdoction fiofii tfaek 
stp&l neighbors, as ^reward i^ their Udbmum 
her^, else there is no si^cient ioduceoieiit for 
them to serve God ! 

How passing slrange ! Why, these same peo- 
ple were just now arguing ^t all 8e^ishne$8 ia 
9in ; and that all 4he services which we perform 
with regard to our own benefit are sinful ia the 
sight of God. No services, they said^ could Toe 
acceptable unto €lod, but ^such as proceed from 
a supreme regard to holiness, in dmniUreaedn$8$ 
with r^^ to sdf. Jhd aa Unmr$aiiihy who 
bve God becai^e be first loved uss^uid prc^sss 
Uiat one ereat encotin^ement we have to eon- 
llmie iii-£te service 0f <&0(i^ is-lfae great bapjMness 
i^bieb we find irit; tu tbey condemn a^ unholy, 
because our relfgion, they say, k nifahma, 

WedenyQottbtftwear^selfish, And we are 
T»Bii^ to be vRidtoilidod as nupUMaiBg n as vigkt 
that we' dioidd exenme self loye^^^ODO^h to re- 
wd our 6WII bappisress, faNividie^we do not gel 
MRHO/tbttl tapcliAMe selisbneser, vrbitk iwodd seek 
our owii kifteresi to tbe isguiy of ^etb^s^ onurould 
be unw31)n| ti^ ot^l shcmH>e sbar^rs of i»ip- 
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pMiess^ wiib us. .Rut selfish as we ackoov^ledge 
ourselves to be, all CHir se}fi^hness is abundao^^ 
satisfied with the rewords of virtue which we find 
httre^ in ike prmtiee 6{ virtue. We feel satisfied 
that oor reward is sritogelher sufficient, we are 
abundaetfy compeasated in the happiness wliicb 
wefisd in Iwif^ and serving ogr heavenly Fathr 
er; and are wiUingthat the "whole human creation 
should finally be redeemed from the bondage of 
corruption and sin, and all our dependent fellow- 
creatures ipade sharers oi God's loveincommoa 
with ourselves. • 

But these persons who<;<Midenmour self-love^ 
and profess to exclude all selfishness from the 
principles of godliness, are yet so monstrously^ 
and exorbitantly selfi^ themselves, that nothing, 
but the prospect of an immortal life of blessed- 
ness, in infinite distinction from others who do not 
serve astbey iio here, can satisfy their s^lfisl&iess 
as any competent inducement to engage and hold 
them in the service of God ! The eyes of their 
selfishness have beccHioe strained and extended to 
sucfa^eat ol^ets, that they would have to look 
through a mhm$cofe to ^te the trifle which satis- 
fii?6 ottr selfishness as an abtmdmti^^idueement ta 
h<^ faithful 4n our heavenly father's service* 
Yes, wittle they sternly oocidemB Qur selfishness 
as corrupt and sinful, whicb loves to serve Gpd 
because he is so good -to tis,-r--b«cause we feel 
filial obligations to him, and because we are so 



fasppy in his serviee,— ttey ar^ at tlie same time 
ia constant labour to butld up in maRkind aU 
around, that erxorbitant, excksive, and tnooistrous 
selfishness, which shall regard nothing as a com* 
petent inducement for them to serve the Lord, 
but the prospect of. being paid for these present 
services by an admission to the inheritaifce of 
immortal life and glory, to the final exclusioa of 
all who do not serve as they^do here ! ! I must 
here give place to the words of Jesus, — ^' Ye 
blind guides, which strain at a gnat^ and swallow 
a camel." ♦ 

My friends, I am satisfied withihe Bible in- 
ducements to godliness, which 1 have been urg- 
if^ upon you in this discourse ; viz.jtfaat godli" 
*neH is life and godd. We all desire to enjoy 
fife and good ; and consequently, as much as We 
beKeve the sentiment which has now been urged 
from die scriptui:es, weshaU seek and practise 
godliness, as our highest good. 

I have extended my remarks to so great a 
length on the- way of life and good which Gh>d 
has set before us^ that I cannot at present say 
but a word on the way of death and evil. 
' 2v The ti^ay of mit is death and evil. We 
have seen before that the context shows Aat the 
dei^ dsid evilrspoken of in the text was the mis- 
ery aadiestraction trhich sin woidd brang umni 
the peopWin the land where they dwelt. This 
sentiment is as abundantly taught in the Bible, as 
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that wtH(^h we hm§ just considereci^ Whib the 
Bible teaches tbaty ^^ To be spiritually minded i» 
life and peace," it teaches also that ^^ to be car- 
nally minded M death." That ^^ there is no 
peace to the wicked^" — that '^destnfistionaDd 
misery are in their, way;?, and the w^y of peace 
they have not known." 

Here then are the two ways which God has set 
liefore us. - On throne hand is the knowledge, 
trust, and lo¥.e of God, and the practice of moral 
virtue; and thia is the way.of life and good. On 
the other hand is the way of ignorance and vice; 
and this is the way of death md evil. And this 
life and good, or dealh and evil, \ye are to enjoy 
or suffer, according to pur choice between tbiese^ 
two ways. We ^all enjoy this life and good •• 
just as long as we pursue the way of godliness^ * 
and we shall suffer this death and evil, just a9i 
lon^ as we pursue the way of sin. 

"But we cannotbelieve,"5aysomey" that air 
sinners suffer sufficient punishment in the i^ate in 
which they sin. Are there not nuaiy wicked 
people who get along^rocffih life without suffer^ 
mg competent {lunis^nient r' Surely I know oi 
none. But if sinners caonot be suffieiendy pim- * 
is^ed while they i»re sinners, wlien aui> ibey be 
punished ? A&er they bRve cdbaiukined ste, and 
en^ed thrdUgh.Io^re, in-, the service of God ? 
WiU their beaveiMy FatfaiOT libeii lay upon Q»sm 



Stripe^ ifl revenge for their Laving once sinned ? 
None will admit this. When wiU you hav« sin- 
ners sufficiently punished then, if not while they 
are sinners ? If you have them continue to be 
sinners in the/«ft«rc ivorld for thesake of making 
them subjects of punishment therty it will not al- 
ter the state of the case. You only make them 
punishable while they are sinners ; — I do not 
mean merely while they are doing some external 
act of sin, but while they remain in the disposi- 
tion and character of sinners. 

Hence, we are unavoidably brought again to 
this immoveable scriptural position ; viz. that the 
way of sin is a way of death and evil ; and men 
iriust suffer the death and evil, as long as they 
continue in the way of sin. This is the doctrine 
of our text, and of reason, and of observation, 
and of experience. 

My hearers, we now have before us a whole- 
some practical sentiment. It does not attach 
such infinite and tremendous consequences to 
our present conduct, as to dismay and distract 
us, and paralize our exertions. We .bless God 
that he^hath given us gratefully to trust in his 
power and grace, for that imixioriallife, the hope 
of which our souls need, and which he has not 
put it into our power either to squander away^ or 
to boast as procuringby our merits. But God 
has placed before us that good £>nd evil, attached 



22 S. eOBB^ft SE&MOH. f 

to our doings hefe, which, while not so tremen- 
dons as to disqualify the mind for calmly consid- 
ering them, are yet amply sufficient to influence 
tlie mind that learns the truth in the case, to 
*' eschew evil, and do good." 



* ' 






SERMON 9. 



BY SEBASTIAN 8TJREETER. 



1 Timothy iv : 10 — 11. We trust in the living God 
Vrho is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that be- 
lieve. These thisga command and teach. 

I HAVE purposely omitted the first clause of 
ibe tenth verse. It refers to ib^ persecutions and 
sufferings of the aposries and primitive cliristians. 
An open profession of tl^e. gospel, and a zealous, 
untemporising devotion to its interests exposed 
them to many and deep disasters. Their persotis, 
their reputation, their property— every worldly 
hope and comfort were put in jeopardy. They 
became the sport ^f an enraged superstition, the 
victims of a relentless and insatiable cruelty. 

I have not, therefore^^ passed by that clause of 
the v$rse, because I deem the matter of it too 
trivial to merit an attentive consideration. I cer- 
tainly do not. Nothing can be further from nay 
feelii^g^. The reproaches and sufferings of the 
early martyrs to the great cause of the Redeemer, 
form a subjeqt of unspeakable interest to every 
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real cliristian, and to no one more so than to my- 
self ; but it is no part of my object in the present 
discou/sftto enter into a discussion ofthts partic- 
ular topic. 

I purpose to state the doctrine of the tej^t in 
plaio terms, and then offer a few reasons ^hy 
some receive and others reject it. • • 

With respect then to the doctrine ioctilcated 
in the scripture before us, I remark, that it is 
plainly that of universal salvation. This is a fact, 
than which, it would seem, no one can be morp 
evident. If any reliance can be placed upon the 
most simple and unequivocal language, the text 
obvidUsly proves that this doctrine was believed 
and preached in the apostolic age, and by the 
apostles themselves. If this were not the fact, 
how can the claims of Paul to the charactei; of 
common honesty and ingenuousness be sustained? 
He solemnly declared, " We trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men.'' Was not 
this the same, substantially, as to aver. We be- 
lieve in the doctrine of universal salvation ? We 
sincerely think it was ; and is it possible that we 
should be mistaken in this case ? If we are, it 13 
in the most artless land innocent way conceivable; 
and one too, which gives us the strongest claims 
upon the indulgence and compassion both of God 
and of man, because our mistake has arisen from 
taking the plainest language of the holy scriptures 
in its most natural and obvious acc^eptation. 
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It should be remeiiibered alsp, as a further ex- 
cuse for our deception, if we iare deceived, thai 
this language was employed under peculiar and 
WgWy interesting circumstances— those which 
demanded the use of the niost select and Explicit 
terms. It was solemnly addressed by Paul tq 
Timdthy — a yoiing convert, wlio had just enter- 
ed upon the duties of the christian rpinistry — who 
miist have been' exceedingly anxious to know 
what th^ leading'truths were in the doctrine which 
he -was to preach, arid who must also have enter- 
tained a strong confidence in the competency of 
this apostle, his own fathfer ih tTie christian faith, 
to JHstrQct him corj^cily on this point. He knfew 
bim to be ethinently distinguished for an open, 
honest, fearkss and strait-forward course. In 
these respects, no one stood above Paul. 

What then, under these circumstances, would 
Timothy naturally understand by the solemn, 
apostdUc declaration, " We trust in the living 
God who is the Saviour of all men ?" Is it 
possible that he should have understood Paul to 
assert, or even to imply, that, according to the 
belief of christitos generally, - and of hhnself, in 
particular, God Was the Saviour of a part only of 
mankind ? In other woitis, ttol notwithstanding 
tlie fulness of grace and trufn rev^ealed in the 
birth, ministry, death and resiu-rection of t^ 
Son of Gted, only here and there one of the hu^ 
luaii race Wodld be eventually saved ? 



26 S. STREttlER's SERMON. 

I do hot ask whether h is probable that l^im-' 
othy would so have understood the apostle ; bat 
whether such a thfng is within the remotest lim- 
its of possibility ? And I an&wer without hesitan* 
cy, that, in my own opinion, it is not. If I am 
not grossly mistaken, it is oiie of the i^ty last 
things which could have come into the mind of 
Timothy, or, of any other man who* possessed a 
spark of common sense ; and, who had the least 
acquaintance with the character of Paul, or the 
legitimate import of language. 

The most natural construction which can be 
put upon theTipostle's declaration, is, that he, 
and those associated with him in the christiati 
ministry, believed and preached the doctrine of 
the salvation of all men through the grace of God 
manifested in Christ Jesus ; and that they sol* 
emnly enjoined upon all whom they inducted ima 
the same holy ministry to believe and preach the 
same doctrine. 

Hence he charges Timothy, as in the latter 
verse of the text, " Thesie things Command and 
teach." Now the thi»^gs which Timothy was* 
required to command and teach as a christian 
minister, were, among others, that " the litriog 
God is the Saviour of lall men ;" but in a special 
manner of those who have a true faith in him, as 
such ; and, that this peculiar feature ©f the chris- 
tian faith was the chief cause of the reproaches 
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and persecutions which were heaped upon the 
^exly friends and defeedeis of the gospel. 

In this view -of the subject, there are no diffi- 
.cukies — ^Qothio^to pferplex the mind. All ap- 
peitrshtdain and natural j though not justifiable. 
There were no just provocations for the obloquy 
and sufferings to whiclJ[ the apostles and early 
christians^ were subjeeiea ; but still, we can j^ain- 
ly perceive the grounds upon which they were 
administered. Had the primitive christians pro- 
4isssed to believe in the living God, as one among 
the numberless divinities worshipped by the 
heathen of that age, they would have escaped the 
violence of the Roman government ; and had 
tJaey professed to believe in him as the 'special 
friend and exclusive Saviour of the Jewish na- 
tion, l^ey would have avpided the indignation and 
cruelty of the chief priests and rulers of. that de- 
luded people. 

I may remark again, that, had Paul and the 
other apostles professed to believe in the living 
6od, as^he Saviour of only a part, of mankind, 
by those of discriminating opinions and feelings, 
they might have secured .|t#^ friendship and co- 
operiation of4nai^ nomind c^i»tians from both 
these quarters, who, oti their convefsioii, brought 
with. them into the christian churchy the super- 
^toysnrejudLces, and partial sentiments of tl^r 
early ^toeaiionv 
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Buthad.lbey pursued either of ih^se GjDurses, 
they must have despised thernselyes. They 
knew better. They must, tbcBefore, have been 
temporising dissemblecsj utterly unwonhj>.,>ofithe 
great and glorious cause of their Master. They 
would have been distinguished from the mas§ of 
Jews and heathen around them by iheir name 
alone, and some circumstantial and indifferent 
peculiarities. . » 

But such was not their election. They dared 
lo be honest men. They determined to be hon- 
est men, and to leave the .event widi the Qpd in 
vvhom they trusted. They were honest men. 
Such,«tbey lived, and such, they died, and^s 
such,vthey ought to be copied by every one who 
names the name of Christ. They believed^ in 
the living God as the Saviour of all men, and 
they fearlessly and openly proclaimed their faith 
in the ears of the world. They did this upder 
the certain conviction that this distinguishing pe- 
culiarity in their se»timents would not fail to 
bring upon them the jealousy and virulent oppo- 
sition of all descriptions of religionists. Jews, 
and Gentiles, niid false brethren,, they knew, 
would be equally unsparing in their reproaches. 
History evinces that this was the fact. 

Now such violent measures, 'fomented and 
pursued by such high and almost universal au- 
thority, tended very naturally, ^and I may say, 
inevitably, to intimidate and discourage ordinary 
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h)inds ; and hence, as micht have been expect* 
ed, the great body of cmistians, in process of 
time, rehriquisfaed this distitiguishing and para- 
mouiit afticle of primitive chn^anity, and adopt* 
ed a creerf whi'cb corresponded better with the 
prevailing partialities and * superstitions of the 
world. 

There have always been, however, some higb 
atKf fearless minds, some master-spirits, which 
tvere inflexible, — which numbers, and names, 
atid dangers could not awe ; and. winch, there- 
fore, could neither be subdued nor silenced. 
Regardless of personal security, or of popular 
applause, they have publicly professed, and zeal- 
ously propagated, this sublime and all-interesting 
article of pure cliristianity. They have perceiv- 
ed in it a moral grandeur and glory worthy of 
the great and ever-blessed God-— a compassion 
Suited to the helpless and ixuserable condition of 
a world lying in ruins by'^^; These discoveries 
were analogous to the laf|i|ness and benevolence 
of their own gi*eat minds. '^^'Tbey answered their 
pravers. They fflled the cneasure of their hopes 
and their joys. They armed them with a pano-» 
ply more than mortal ; and though they fell mar- 
tyrs in the conflict, they wer6 ** more than con- 
<]iierors through him that loved them. " 

Tlwrmreat object of their efforts was obtained- 
They dTOeminatefd ^e truth in the world, and 
deepened it3( jlsipressioni in thQ hearts oft^ic 
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felld\j'-men . Tlieir sentiments ojiUived the vior 
fence by which they themselves were cut off ; 
and they will continue to live and. to flourish till 
they fill the whole earth. They arejii^nortal, 
and destined to become -universal. The Q^mies 
of these devoted men .tauntingly applied to them 
the epithet—^' merciful doctors,"- a title which, 
however contemptible in the eyes of those wjjo 
selected it, Gabriel himself might be proud to 
bear. - 

These faithful heralds of the cross were, at 
times, only a little band ; but their causQ they 
knew to be great, and good, and glorious, and 
they struggled valiantly against the hosts, which 
rusheA in their might upon them. Origen, in the 
third century, and other kindred spiritg, openly 
professed this doctrine, and labored nobly and 
zealously for the diffusion of it ; and it was not 
till the beginning of the fifth century, that it was. 
formally . pronounced a heresy, and publicly 
anathematized by an ecclesiastical council. 

From tliis lime till ^fter the subversion of 
popery by the reformation, the believers in uni-. 
versal salvation were obliged, in a great raeasuce, 
to conceal their faith. But there were, undoubt- 
edly, in the darkest of th^ dark ages som^ who 
believed it, and who derived from it gceat- con- 
solation and joy. From its first revelation, God 
has not, I apprehend, left hirnself without Jiving 
witnesses to the truth of this great doctrine ; and 
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A& number lias, of kite years, wonrfei-f^iHy in- 
creased ; and U- wiM unquestionably conlintre to 
increase in a ratio proportknSd to tlie march of 
seiemtfic and biblical knowteds^e in the world. 
Existing facts and the signs of the trmcs seem 
plainly to indicate sucfa a resist, ki no tige, if 
we except -the apostolic, has rho? nombor of its 
arowed friends and open advocates borne any 
comparison with the aggregate of its defenders in 
tbe present day.- They have become an host, 
and their ranks are perpetually extending. 

I sball now proNceed to aeoounf for these facts 
by laying before you s^rera? reasons why soihe 
erel^ have belim'ed, and militiiudes now do be- 
lieve, in tlijs God-like and plainly revealed truth. 

1. Because it Is so consonant to the natural 
exuK^ts^j^s of their minds fi^nxtip unde^rived, 
infinite and perfect Being. The gods of the 
heathen were derived, iniperfec^jttHliitllc things, 
and ©f course, but very iittle pciiiil^^.ipxpected 
froJOfi them. Their waMBest d^J^otj^S admitted 
• their finitude, their iniperfecti0ii|Si(l^ their do- 
pendei^e. . 5?^ S^ e^,^; 

They held, it is triic, to a si>pr^|ji^: J^ipH^ a 
soH of sullen and idle gpneFalissimo amongjb^ir 
imaginary host of diviifties. and demi-divibities ; 
but then, he was merely a sovereign drone. XUey 
would have been as secure, and as well off \yith- 
out him as with higi. • He did nothing, and he 
was good for nothing. He neither created nor 
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preserved, saved nor damned any one. He was 
ulteriy indifferent to every interest and benis, 
whether divide or, human. To indulge a thought 
—•to exert a single*energy^ or ev6n to cast one 
look upon the universe itself, was deemed infi- 
nitely Deneath tlie supremacy arid grandeur of his 
nature^ and the sublimity of his station. in the 
community of celestial beings. 

To create worlds— to people and govern them 
—to dispense rewards and puiiishments, was- thd 
businessofsubordiaate agents,— »it was the work 
of the demi-'gods. These, however, were sup- 
posed to be very limited in. their capacities, and 
very partial in their affections. They were made, 
jt ivas thought, of former conquerors, heroes and 
eminent statesmen, and had, therefore, «Jany old 
grudges to gratify, and of course, nothitig Tike 
pniver^^ality pffavour could reasonably 1^|bxf^ct- 
zed from them. 

But with respect to the living dod, the case 
is entirely different. He is, properly Speakings 
an widerived, infinite and pei'fect Being. He 
is from everlasting, the only living and mdepen-* 
derjt.God. -Hehasuo injuries to revenge, and' 
no favors to requite. All he does is on the 
grounds of condescension and mercy ; and there 
js nothing too great, or too small, to merit his 
jattention. With him, indeed, all comparisons 

l-CASC, 
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The lirae Was, if Ilfnay'so spealc, when he ex- 
isted alone, a solitary, a^!-^ifvadmg Jehovah. A 
shapfeleas chjios -stretchea^*Wer ^he illfmitable 
void now occupied by the material universe. All 
ifitdlectual add moral beings slept in a peaceful 
a»d undfiending ndnentiny. Not a wiint was 
known— =-not a pain was^felt^-^not a tear was drop- 
ped^— nol^ sigh nbr a- grean was heard tlirough 
aU the^ vast regions of botMfdless space. Under 
meh ciroumsiancesv age "^frc?!' age rolled slowly 
and quietly away. Under such circumstances 
lib livmg-God proceeded deliberately to the 
creation of +he' wdHd and- of rrtan. ' ' 

Her, had all' along been perfectly secure and 
kless^ in ,the-conimunion and enjoyment of hiis 
Ofvn infinite, perfeetions. He wals so at the mo- 
ii^em in which he conferred existence upon the 
favjman race. His own nature felt no disquie- 
lisl^^-Hao lack of perfect^<^icity?i No^, it"Was a 
i)oi.ndl«S& ocean of- bliss wkho^ in4f>pl^ tiport-its 
bo£ioiii. ' Such wafrthe livrngOod whea^ejinade 
inat^^nd when the foondaliohs of the'^hysical 
apd moral worlds were laid. And what; imder. 
such -^^ciimstance^^ would. a rational being nat- 
urally expecfrfrom Jhe creative exertions of infi- 
iHt^ ii^kdom, and goodness, and blessedness, 
cloth(ei'<«j?.idi the. Bftergies of Almighty power .** 
Would tfe^^iii tic Ipate evil or good, pain or pleasure 
from tlie existences toie conferred ^ We tUink, 
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the latter. We have no doubts, upon ihe sub- 
ject. .'•':■ • . . 

Sgch a Being/ und^r sucb circumslatiees, 
could not Have created .njan, nor any other or^r 
"of intelligences, on his own aecounty to increase 
his dwn glory, or greatpess, or felicity ; beeause 
these,* from their essential infinity^ wqreincs^able 
of augmentation. He naust,^ therjefore, it would 
seem, iiave cre&ted man, <and all rational beiags, 
on their account, to xomniuniGate to tliem, ac- 
cording to their resfiective capacities,- a portiob 
of bis owu inBnite beatitude. 

We <?oiidiide, therefore, ^and .we think %n 
strictly philosophical principles, that under the 
govern n^nt of the living God, no creature rcan 
be a loser by its existence ; and th^t every tst 
tioqal being must be, eventually^ an unspeakable 
gainer by it. I offer, therefore, tbis natural esir 
pectation from an underiyed, infinite and perfrct 
God as one reason, though not of itself, perhaps^ 
one of unquestionable validity, why semebeli&ve 
the dbcfrine ef universtai salvation. 

3, The conformity of this -doctrine to the na- 
ture and character of God a& exhibited in the 
works of creation and providence, has tf)duc«d 
many to believe in its truth. In- these depart-* 
fnents, his favors seem to be impartinlty distri*- 
buted. He opens his hand and supplies the 
wants of every living thing. And in" his epistle j 
io tl»€ Romans, Paul tell* us that the " invisible i 



\ 



things of God from tbe creation of the warirf 
tre clearly sefen, being imderstood by the diiti^ 
that are made, even bis eternal power and God- 
hedd." • 

Now that the creatioti of the material trorM 
was a bigb exertion of the Divine power, is a 
feet too obvious, It would seem, to be disputed 
by any reasonlable fnind ; but Still, there are 
those -who make great pretensions to superior 
wisdom and acquirements, who deny tb«t the 
creatid^n U any proof of the existence of a Giodf 
of, if sue* a Being exfst, that it is sny proof ol' 
his power or'wisdbm J afid if there be those wha 
deny th^se facb, it i^ not very strange that there 
sHoufdi)e others who contend that the creation 
afibrds no evidence of the impaHial goodness 
artdinercy ijf God. 

Many, however, can see in the world sromid 
them^ tbe most eonvineing proofs of all these 
factSi To them, the creation abounds with ev- 
idences of the Divide pbt^mr^ wisdom and love* 
The inspired apostle was of this ntimben He 
saw in the ^y steal world, as he terms 'h, ** the 
things that are made,'^ satisfactory evidence, hot 
only of tbe existence of Grdd; but also otttie 
invbible properties of his nature; in his own 
phraseology, ♦* bis invisible things," by which 1 
understand, tbe wise and bencfvolent purposes rf 
hia mind# * 
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It is easy to perceive the grounds on which 
tbejvorks of cieation make known thC: pleasure 
ahi^i^esigns of the Creator. The w@rks of eve-, 
ry being disclose the feelings, purposes, and op- 
er^ations of his mind. They lay oj)en. to public 
iqspection the perfection or imperfection, the 
benevolence .or malevolence, of his inteUectu;al 
powers. , Now God made thcr wbrH, and all its 
inhabitants, precisely to suit himself. He had 
no adviser, no dictator in tho enterprise. Their 
condition, therefore, and the pTOvisicHo made for. 
their security and comfort must be thejnfallible 
indices of the Pi vine* will and feelings re^ijcting. 
them* . . . 

Let it be remarked then, that the oreatioR 
everywhere exhibits mJirks of the most benevo- ' 
lent designs, and of means wisely arranged io 
carry them inta effect. . Every order ot beln^a 
isadraijrably fitted to its condition ; and for eve- 
i;y want ample provision, is made. . In the ar- 
rangements for roan and the largi^r animals, the 
humble fowl, ^nd-^sh, £incl. insect are not over- 
looked. By the hand of the living God, all that- 
live and move in the worlds of eaith, and air, 
and water are daily and .abundantly supplied 
with " food convenient for them." v 

The sun, the moon and the stars are l^mps 
which he has lighted and hung up in the con- 
cave on high, for the convenience of all his crea* 
lures. They are all clveered by tlieir beams; 
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and iDylgorate4 bv th^ir warmtJi. Tbey all 
breathe Ui© air of their Maker, drink at his 
fountains, and eat the fruit which drops- from 
tha trees of his planting. Now, the living God 
is strictly, unchangoahle. From everlasting to 
ev^erlasting, lie is in one, mind and none can 
turn him. If, therefore, he hath hitherto pro- 
tected and blessed all his creatures, we. infer 
that he will continue to do it while they exist. 
But the former he has done, therefore die lat- 
ter he will do. This is a plain, logical conclu- 
sion ; ajad.with respect to mankind, it obviously 
involves the doctrine of the endless exercise of 
tlie t)ivipe favour towards all of them. 1 pre- 
sent this faict then, as.a4other reason why some 
believe in. tlie salvation of all men. 

3,, The coosisteney of this doctrine with the 
revealed char^acter arid wilt of God, has produ- 
ced a c©nyic|ion of its truth in avast number 
of mjods. Aftef all our speculations on these 
intai'e^ing subjeets, it mu^ be admitted, that 
our knowledge of God, and, of hts purposes 
with respect to the fi^al destiny of men, must 
be ^hi^fly-. drawn fron) the records of^ revela- 
tion^ Nature speaks upon them, and sheds 
some light upon them ; but her, voice is ieejble, 
and h^rliglu is J'aitit. W^ niust go for decisive 
infarmati«M9k t|>^$be surer word of diyina truth. 
There we mi^yarespnably /expect to find it* 
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What then, does revelation teach ifs with re- 
spect to the Divine nature ? It declare*, une- 
oui vocally and repeatedly, that *' God is love.*' 
This is the very essence of bis nature. It is 
pure, boundless, endless, unvarying love. 

Such is the nature of the Being in whom all 
mien live, and move, and have then- being ; and 
in whom they will continue to live, and movft, 
and have a being forever. 

Is it not absurd then, to suppose that any man 
will be the victim of interminable misery? 
that a God whose nature is perfect love will 
doom him to it, or pei^mit any other being or 
power to lure^ or drive him to this insufferable 
catastrophe ? We think it is. The scriptures, 
we know, in a figurative way, speak of the Di« 
vinis anger, and wrath, and hatred. But tltey 
no wiiere assert, in so many words, " God is 
anger— <Jod is wrath— or, God is hatred." No, 
such declai-ations are not within the lids of the 
good Book. But it'is aflirmed repeatedly and 
uneqt^ivocally, that " God is love." 

Now h is the nature of love hot to injure ; 
but to do all possible good to the subjects of re. 
" Love worketh no ill to it$ neighbour.'* But 
all men are the objects of the Divine love. 
John says, " God so^ loved the world that be 
gave bis only begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lievetb on him should liot parish, but have 
eveflastinglife." David exclaims, ** The Lord 



hi good lo ^> amd his^jie^der mereies are ovm 
all his works." The son of Sirach also de- 
clares, " He^ loveih all that he hath made, and 
liateth nplhiftg, for never wo^ld he have made 
any thing if he bad hatpd it." 

:..Npw vve have seen already that it is the na- 
lure of love to seek the highest possible good 
oi its object; and, that all men are the objects 
of God's love» But the highest good of all 
4nen is.et^nal solvation. This is also a possi- 
ble good. They \ver§ .designed for inomaortal 
existence. 'J h^ir nature is susceptible of end- 
less purity and happiness. The ,wisdora of God 
is innnite, and he enn, if he will, devise a plan 
whicb shall inevitably raise them to this exalted 
state. His goodness is infinite also, and must 
tw% '™^>^^4. b^"^ ^ adopt such a plan. Hj$ 
power is omnipotenly and can, with perfect ease 
^x^cuteai^X jnaeasutes >yhichhi6 wisdom and 
ipercy may have devised. Such are the plain 
fflLCts of 4be c^se, and in view oT them, it is 
iitterly impossible with many to believe that God 
is iov^ qn^l , a( the s^e ti^ne ta resist a belief 
in the 4<^trin§ of universal, salvation. 

. 4. The angelic annunciation at the birth of 
Chfist is with some an irresistible evidence oi 
the tr^i of tbi& doctrine. " Fear not, said the 
angel, .for. ^, behold, I bring you glad tidings of 
^reat joy whicb shall be unto all peojjJe. For 
uiilo yoy is born this, day'—- a gaviour," 
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Now if countless 'mitttiindcs of maakiml «tre td 
be damned eternally, and this angeLknew it, 
why did be niock their nriseries by this ground- 
less communication ? Why did he come ail the 
way from heaven to earth with a falsehood 
rankling at his heart, and dropping from his 
lips? But, if the burden of his song, which 
was plainly the salvation, of all people, be ad- 
mitted as tj*ue, all appear^ consistent and lovely. 

6. The commission of . tber risen Saviour to 
his apostles operates strongly iipon the minds 
of a great many in favour of universalism. 
" Go ye into all the world, and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature." Now the gospel is 
glad tidings of great joy. It announces that a 
" Saviour of the world js born." But why this 
annunciation if the doctrine of endless raisery 
be true ? Why preach such a gospel to every 
creature, if there be vast numbers who «re nev- 
er to become the subjects of salvation ? Thou- 
sands cannot obviate this^ difficulty,, and, there- 
fore, are constrained, either to renounce their 
faith in revelation, or, to embrace that of ifni- 
versal salvation ; and their renson dictates the 
latter. 

6. The extent/ of the death of Cjirist is, 
with not a few, a most powerful reason for the 
truth of universalism. He died not for a select 
number. No, if the scriptures are to be cred- 
ited, *' lie gave himself a ransom for all. He 



tmeA death for Btery nwoi.'' Be died that 
they '^ might liv^ not to themsMves, but ID him 
that dt#d for them and rose agmo"^-that they 
might live holy and happy forever. But why 
did Jesus die ior all, if it were deereed, or, if 
he koew. that, from any circumstances whatever, 
a pait only would be saved by him ? Was not 
this sbeddiDg*^id vaiir that holy "blood which 
speakefh better things than that of AbeF' P But 
when the final salvation of aU men is admitted, 
•this difficulty vanishes, and the death of Christ 
for all appears wise and economical. Is k 
strange then, that so many believe in universsl- 
ism ? 

7. I shall ofFdr bat one reason more, and I 
have lime barely to * mention that. It isf the 
resurrection of Christ* from tlie dfead. He 
•died as M^e head of every man, and he was 
raised ad the head of every man. His i-esurrec- 
lioi> was a splcmB pledge of the ultimate resur- 
rection of the human race at large. He was 
raised tbat all men might be made alive in him 
tcdie no more. Hence h^ deelared, " If I be 
lifted up from the ecuth 't AviU draw all men 
itnto me." So we are assured by an apostle 
that,', "as in Adam all die, even so ia Christ 
shall all be made alive." But I must not en- 
large* Such are a few o( the reasons why 
some believe -in the pvnnliial salviition pf all 
4* 




men. MtiMtndes moref might be udditcediiad 
we time, but thi^se must suffice. 

Let us now •attend for ^ mrdmenl to the other 
side of this question. • It is nffitmed of tbts 
dotilrinef that ii tr»^ niajortty' (5f 'ci>i*istfmns have 
always disbelteved and rejected it ; vtoA^ it i^, 
therefofe, inferred that' the doctrifie itself is 
false and dangerous. Fr6m this' circumstance 
ttliJo, we are solemnly tjfgcd \6 abjure 6ur own 
faith in it— to ff?^e it up as a pleasing, bttt 
groundless arid soul-destroying fiction. Birt 
we cannot do it. Verbally, pertiaps, we nrlighf; 
but still, our henrts wotdd falsify the language 
of our Jips. They are full of it to the very 
core. V . 

With the deep convictions of its truth result- 
ing from the evidences just leferred to j let what 
may happen, we Cannot abandon our faitli? 
Let heaven or hell come, we cartnot do it. In 
the language of the patriot Adams, with refer'- 
ence to a groat, though less momentous subject, 
" Sink or swim, live or die, survive bin perish,'' 
we cannot give up*oor belief, that the ** living 
God is truly the Skvipur of all men." ; '" 

We could not do this if we would, and we 
would not do it if we could. It is too honor- 
able to God, and too essential to the repose of 
man. The fact that a majority of christians 
have disbelieved this doctrine, we admit ; but 
the inference drawn from this facf,^ that the 
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doctrftiB it^f is therefore, Jiise and^dftngeroiiB, 
vre trtterly dmy. We • hare another: and more 
•satisfactory way to^ dispose ^ it. We deny 
thM the truth of a doctrine caii be safely in^ 
fci^i'ed from the namber who erabrax^e itf or, its 
filsehood, from the number who reject it^. Tlie 
rule is a dimgerotts one. If adopted, it wouW 
ledd to the falsification of every revealed trudi. 
The great mass of tnankind do not believe in 
the existence of the living 9n6 true God ; but 
shall we therefore, infer that^there is none, and 
all become atheists or idolaters ? We read of 
those who "believed not the word of God," 
and who "rejected his statutes and commands." 
The Pharisees also, and the whole body of the 
Jewish nafion, "rqected the counsel of God 
against themselves,"^ But what then ? Must 
^e hence infer that the word, statutes andcdun- 
sels of Jehovah are aft a tissue of falsehoods ? 
Cert^itily^ not. TOiey' are true. They are '* just 
and right ahogether." 

' ^The objection then, so often brou^t^gain^t 
iihtvdrsalisttij that bdt few, compaYatively, have 
espbusedit; ftiks rib weigj^ in it; It is obvious- 
ly destitute of a solid foundation. - The sanie 
objection; substiantially, tnay be lii'ged ng^finst 
christrlini^ itself, and fhe opinions of every 
sect in <*m^enddtn, wttti asMtou^h propriety, ias 
against those\of ilnii'ersalistj^. i Why then, 
should we be sfi^led (jut afidnyrdil the' sole- vie- 
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tms^of this s weopaig objecli on* ? We c^aiB^ 
ought not to be. It is treating U3 unjustly. 
But few of mankind, oonaparatively, have in 
any age embraced the christian 'system ; and 
fewer still, the peculiar views of any particular 
denomination. ■ - ■ 

Hence, if the number of adherents to a reli- 
gious'faith be made the criterion of its truth, or 
ks falsehood, .our liafiitarian neighbors will be in 
B condition no less disastrous than ours. .They 
will all be proved errorists and hei*etics. 
Their creeds will all become^ false and danger- 
ous^ Adopt this criterion, and there is ^p w^y 
to. avoid these results. There ai'e more heterodox 
thanorthodoj^ in the world — more catholics than 
proiestantS'-^more Mahometans than catholic?; 
and more pagans than all the others put together. 

Now, we are not prepared to adopt a rule, as 
the criterion of a true taith, at sucban incalcu- 
lable expense. We can account, satisfactorily, 
for tb» rejection of our sentiments without sus- 
pecting ^heir truth ; and, without calling in qnes- 
tion the piety of those by whom they are reject- 
ed. We can do this, and still admit, as we are 
ilisposed. to do> that limitarians, so far as they 
understand the matter, are honest, sincere and 
zealous christians. And now, if your patience 
will last, and I expected to tax it pretty larcely 
when 1 began, but, if it will hold out a little 
long^) I wiH li^y before you some reasons which 



are satisfectSiy tfy iflytetf,»wb3r uniifler^iism, 
the plain jdoclrine of the text, tes been, ^fi4 
^ill is, rejected by thegrem mass of e^istian 
professors. - , 

Bin before I ^oceed, I must be permuted to 
pre^ifie a few things in ibe negative. And, 
'I. it is not, because ^le doctrine itself is 
felse. 2^ It fs not, because it is caec^t^ or 
dangerous,- or^in any degree^ of a lieeudou^ 
and immoral tendency. .3. It: is not^ beeause 
this semi ment is not clearly and abundantly re^ 
sealed in the; holy scripiiires. 4. Nor is it, 
tepause it Imsi not been nelieved ^nd atfcocaied 
by men of unqiiestionabte probity and superior 
talents^ of profound erucUtfon ^»nd science, s»^ 
tt%d and profane; and, who have- maintatned 
through life a high character for pieiyand every 
moral virtue. No, none of these things can be 
jtistly brought against <»ir faith. ^ 
But in the affirmative 1 shall remarky 
1. This doctrine has for a long time, and stiH 
does^, reqnire ebristiaos. in general: to, 'givjB up 
their oid opintoos and habits. 'J?o embrace it, 
tbey must throw away a formulary, whlcli is v^o*. 
erable for its aqtiquiiy ; and, which \$ st9n^d 
with a high- and adventitious value by the num- 
bers, talents and stations of those wlio espouse 
^a«a^^ppbrt, it, JNow but few, comparatively, 
in iahy age or . country , possess moral courage 




jenou§bto t^ke sttcli.a-step. Ii is a saicrifioe too 
tiriigfity for their heroisoi* 

Men, generally, have a oatttrial and Very, strong 
attactenent to whatever bears the io^press of an^ 
tiquity. The niere relics of other ages are so 
fascinating to thcmsands; and, exerx such a pow- 
er pver their feelings, and even over their iinder- 
siandiqgs, as to hold them spelM}ound. They 
feel a high and ahnost^ boundless, venera^on for 
those time-honoured institutions and opinions 
w4)ich havCv defied the powers of innovation; 
and stood unshaken and unchanged througlia 
long lapse of ages. They have an impression 
that whatever has endured a long^ time must be 
well founded and valuable. 

It should also be remembered, that they are 
early trained to a disrelish for revolution, espe* 
ciaUy in matters of religion; , and that they, 
therefore, shrink from any thing like innovation 
in the doctrines and discipline of their church, 
from the influence of a habit which haa formed 
within thein a sort of superinduced^ instinct. 
They feel , tq.wards an old religious opinion, 
ibough it seems to totter for want of a founda- 
tion, much as they do towards an old tenement 
which time has shattered: They are exceed- 
ingly uneasy at the thought of remaining lon|;er 
in it V but still, they feel a sovereign disii 
tion, a chilling dread at the idea of quitting^^ 

The consideration that it was the home ot an 
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honored ISiher and raothet-— ^f a nannerous 
family of children — and, of & long line of illus- 
trions ancestors, renders the idea of abandoning 
^uch a residence stili more painful, and it may 
disqualify tliem for forming the resolution to do 
it. Now; it is the same with people in regard 
to long-cherished religious ofiinions."- Torelin* 
ijuish them recjulres a resolution which the greit 
body of the community do not possess.^ This 
single consideration, therefore, of itsciif, acc6unls 
satisfactorily for the tenacity with which chris*- 
tians in ^enetvi have hugged and cherished the 
doctrine of endless misery; and, fcff the unyield- 
ing stubbornness with which they have rej^ied 
and opposed that of the salvation of all men. 

This doctrine requires them to give up old 
opinions, and customs, arid associations, for 
new ones; and, lo do this under pectiliarly trying 
circumstances,-— to turn their backs upon all, or 
nearly all, which their fathers held sacred in re- 
ligion, and to take to their bosoftis sentiments 
which tliey deemed false and destmctive; and, 
which they spumed from them with deep abhor- 
rence. Surely ' but few of ^ur feeble race are 
sufficient for these things. Such a course seems 
to them like becoming parricides— of deliber- 
ately peiformiiig an act of filial expatriation. Is 
it strangle then, that the muititudes should trem- 
ble and 4uail at the thought of taking such a 
^ep; and, that they shooM resolve ^ cominu^ 
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wedded 10 tbeir oW reJigiods sentiments, how- 
ever absuid and Gontradicj.ory they nioy be ? 
No, it certainly is not. it would be abitost a 
miracle were they to dp otherwise. ^ 

2. A constitutional tiimcjity, strengt4iened pnd 
rendered naore seBsitive by education and a hab- 
it of false thinking, has kept back vast numbers 
from erqbracing< this^ trutb. They starde at eve- 
ry sentimeiU in r/eligi^ which the majority do 
not hold and approve ► They are strongly sus- 
picious that it is false — ^a dangerous, and, per- 
haps, ;a damnable heresy^ and that it will be 
attended with evil, if not fatal cpnsequencesi 
In the language of the psalmist, "They are 
in great fear where no fear is." And one thing 
which renders it exceedingly difficult, and, in- 
deed, almost morally impossible for them to 
break the chains of mental slavery, isy they 
deem^ suspicion to be highly favourable to reli* 
gioiis security and a growth in grace. 

They have- been trained up in the belief, and 
ithas become a habit with them, that the appre- 
hension of some remote and tremendous evil is 
essential to the safety of their souls; and, to 
their prosperity and progress in the divine hfe. 
Without something of the kind their religioii, 
they think, would wither and die. / Now sjiich 
christians fear nothing so much as a rehgious 
faith which would diminish their forebodings of 
terrible disaste^rs and miseries in tlie world to 
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come. They dare not, thftr^fore, embrace the 
doctrine of God's lore in the full extent of h— - 
the salvation of all men, because it would cnst 
out their fears, and they fear Bothing so much as 
to have nothing to fear. 

S. A natural love of ease and quiet keeps 
back a great tiaany froim the belief and profession 
of universalistn. They are too indolent and 
frresolute in tlieir general temperament, to inves<- 
tigale, oir embrace, a System of reltgion which 
wly awaken controversy and involve them in 
conflicts. Tliey Cannot ^adute the thought of 
digging for new tiiiths, or, of fighting the bat- 
tleis necessary to defend them when- they are 
jBcquired. 

They do not, therefore, Wen grasp iafter high- 
er ^rnd nobler Iriews of God and his government 
than their predecessors entertained. They 
chobse r^er td taW'the ophwoiilsof those who 
have goiie before them on trust, thaft to set up 
for themsefves, or to Ibrm new associations. 
The profession of long-cherished s^timents 
subjects them td tio cotitests, and involves them 
in Bid hafaards. They can holdtberti-hi J)eae(e, 
and avow them tvhh horw>ur^ and SufcW a temp- 
tafion they' cannot witfistand. All siich will of 
cburse^feject the doctrthe of tftiiversal solvation. 
They wiOpergist in their adherence to old dog* 
mas and systems; jmd glide quieflly on with the 
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curreot of popular opbion- We baye, Aoweveft 
one comfort in tlws case^ if no naore... Supb 
eteiracters woiild be no nd^ition to pui: real 
strength, should they range themselves in our 
ranks. * 

4r A spirit of reb'gious ambitiou deters great 
numbers from embracing this doctrine. They. 
are completely immersed in a love of distinction 
and personal Siggrandizemeotf and this hold^ 
tbem in bondage to the partial schemea it ha». 
d^ised. They, feel like spiritual patriciaqs, 
and wish not to be' blended with tbe herds qt 
plebians with which they are surrounded. They 
want a religion wbic^ will allow them an eleva- 
tion and notoriety becoming their imaginary rank^ 
and which will enable th^m to say to their>«eigh- 
bors, * ' Stand by, for I aqa holier than thou. ?. 
Now, such people cannot bring their minds to 
embrace univejffealism^ — ra doctrine which bura^ 
bles their pride, and levels ii> the dust all their 
ideal dislinctioDS and towering hopes. But 
surely there is nothing in this case unfavorable 
to the truth of the doctrine itself; - . * 

5. A blind reveience for great names and 
high official stations, operates most powerfully 
upon a certain class of the coaimunity. it 
keeps them close to their heels, and eager to 
tread in each track of their feet. Are tbey^ 
churchmen? So are thes6 people. Ar^e they 
orthodox? So arc they. Are they Hberal? 
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These gfervite rtttitators are so litewise. Indeed, 
they are any thing or nothing with respect to 
religion, as the wealthy and the great,. among 
whom they live, happen to be at the time. 
Strch characters certainly practice upon them- 
selves amosi degrading dec^ptipq. Il is pain- 
fully amusing to see it, or to think of it. They 
seem to make themselves believe that, if they 
belong t6' a religious congregation composed of 
the honourable and weahhy; and, especially, if 
they can sit near them in the house of worship, 
they themselves are honourable and weahhy 
likewise! 

Alas! what a ludicrous, self-deception.^ Who 
that has the feelings <rf a man, or,, of -a christian, 
will envy chese miserable beings either their 
honour or their weahh? Surely no one. Still 
this deception is practiced by thousands. So it 
was in the days of Christ. '* Have any of the 
phariseesi or of the rulers of the people believ- 
ed on hi*n?" This question was gravely pro- 
pounded with respect to the doctrine of Jesus, 
and it appealed directly to this spirit of self- 
deeeptiQn. Now all who foster this cringing 
disposition are truly' objects of pity — of the 
jdeep^st compassion; but it is certainly no argu«* 
iftent against the truth of universalism that they 
«<;Io not embrace it. 

6. The last reason I sliatl offer is, a fashiona- 
ble dissimulation. A habit of religious dissem- 



bling bftst become so. prevalant in tjie world, tlwt 
It is exceedingly difficult . to tpU wliait a man's 
real belief is. Hosts do not avow their delib- 
erate coavictions. Tbey are zealoas enough 
about religion^ but sadly deficient io moral hon^ 
esty. They helieye one thing, while t]iey pro- 
fess and support another. You cannot deter- 
mine iheir faith by the creed of tbose with whom 
they worship. This hqj^it of dissembling, to a 
lamenjtable extent, I am sorry to say^ lias work- 
ed itself among many of the clergy. In the 
present day, it is impossible to divine what the 
faith of many preachers is, or, whether they 
have any faith at all. 

Like^ tlie scribes, of old, too many in our 
times, we have reason to believe, anaoug both 
clergymen and layoien, *' love the praise of 
men more than the praise of God." At any 
rate, wpre every man's real belief wrkten legu 
bly upon his forehead and his back, our streets 
and churches on the Sabbath would make a very 
different appearance from what they now do, 
^ftd pne too, s'ngularly amusing. Great num- 
bers would seem to have lost their course, and 
to have taken their seats in thfe wrong churches. 
But I have done* From tlie foregoing discus- 
sion, our opposers it is hoped, will see reasons 
for whhholding their malediction ; and if they 
still think us in error, feel that we have stcong 
.cjaims upon tbqir . teai:s, their pity, and their 
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prayers^ To my lay, biietliren I caa only say, 
''Hold fast the profession of your faith without 
waverings" I close by repeating to uay bretli- 
ren in the ministry the solemn injunction in my 
text. ^' These things command and teach." 
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SERMOPr 3. 



BY- MENZIES RAYNER. 

Acts xvti : 1^, 30. "Hhj ve know what this new 
doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is ? For thou bringest 
certain strange things to our ears ; we would know, there^ 
fore, what these things mean. ^ 

St. Paul, in his travels to preach and prop-* 
agate the gospel, had been conducted to ^Alhen^^ 
which was one of the most celebrated dties in 
the worid ; and the very seat of Grecian science 
and Hterature^ Here he found the people whol- 
ly given to idolatiy. Here al^o he met with 
Jews, and devout persons, with.whom^ in their 
synagogue and in the market, he disputed darly 
concerning Jesus of Nazareth^ And here he 
was encountered by certain philosophers of the 
Epicurians and stoicks. And some said " What 
will this babbler say?" Others thought him to 
be "a setter forth of strange gods; because 
he preached unto them Jesus, and the resur- 
rection." And they took him, and brought 
unto Areopagus^— the place where the Athenians 
held their Supreme court of justice. Here they 
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.willed '4be. apesde to ghre theib ft mrticiiHur 
iHustraCion^of bk doetrine, which, to iheiDf was 
'altot0ther new, and stnmgev " May we know 
(said they) what this new doctrine, whereof tliou 
speakesty is ? For tboti bringest certain strai^e 
tbidgs to otir ear^: we wauM ki^w, tbenric»re, 
"what ihese things mean." 

With this request the i^stle was not baek^ 
Vard to eomfiy^ He had not hastily adopted 
Optnlons>^--or incoiisideriitely emlMraced a system 
of f^igion, of wbicfa he codd give no satis&c- 
tory accotsnt,-^-whtdi tsbunned investigation^ or 
«rhicfh be thought incapable of being defended. 
Ii& was himself, thoroughly convinced and sat*- 
ifl£ed of the truth and excellence of the chris* 
tian religion, and so anxious wfis h^ to promulgate 
<lfae gospel doctritie of grace mid siuvaiion for 
aii mankind, JeWs and &^htiles^ that he^fene«( 
^m&ji in the^roaa of Christ, and d^ie^tnined^ (to 
usehiis oWil^lai^ua^) ^^lo koownod^itg-^-save 
Jesus Christ, «id h^ erucified." 

The apostle therefore^ ^dly embraeea the 
opploiHuaiiy^o^Ssfced, and stiindiog iath^ Aiidat of 
MttfS)' hsl^ londBg the judges ki the Arec^pagas^ 
iie «»(btuntedly 4dilvers bis testimony, in k most 
algumenlative and pathette dtscourse^-^i condea- 
scNi^eei^ttntjof which, tocher mibih&^pSBct 
wliicb it^Hld upon theraddieoee, is gi^en by the 
iiisKM^aft^ lli the siicceediiig^ pari <>f the chapter. 

He l^idsoBa. iriib -A^- MieBi«ai», in the first 




66 li. 'RlitSMEllL^S SKneMOH. 

pldee^ wpcm Ae principles of ikaik^ral religfen-- 
exhibks those great and ftm^nrentai truths 
which are taught by, -and justly inferred from 
the works of creation and providence— 'shows 
the absurdity of thchr superstitious veneratibn of 
numerous imaginary deities-^the work of their 
own hands — " graven by art and man's device.^ 
He directs their contemplations to the true and 
consistent foundation of religious worship and 
adoration — the one only, and ever living Godv 
The *'Crod that made the world, andalK&ings 
therein'' — Who is "Lord of heaven and earth"—' 
and who therefore cannot dwell, or be shut upv 
"in temples msule with hands,'^— who need^ 
nothing of bis creatures^ "seeing he givetb 
to all, life^ and breath and all things." 

He next declares to them that this one God, 
^Vfaaih made of one blood, all nations of men 
for to dweU on all the face of the earth*" That 
He had dieftermined the times — and the bouads 
of their habitation — and that he is intimate^ 
present with all of them, in every place— -be- 
causoin him they all " live and move and tei^e 
their being." Agreeably to which necessary 
and obvious truth, he quotes the foUowing'sayiDg 
of one of their owtiPoeis-^^^ForweanjaUo 
Ms cjffsptingJ^ From this heathen confession 
or declaration, which the apoatle recosnizes as 
an undeniable fact^ and a truth,^ of allothersy^e^ 
most intereslingy'M thus teasons-^That f f as 
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We-are tbeoffiipring of God, we ougbt oot to 
tiuak thai the Gk)dhead is Hke^into gold, or sil- 
ver, or stDne, graven by art and man's ddavipe*" 

Such ideas- of the Supreme- Being, must only 
he imputed to the gro^est ignorance and stiipidU 
ky; an ignorance ^hich cannot be justified by 
any circumstances in which mankind can be 
placed, and which are condemned by the bare 
light of nature, and the simple dictates of hu- 
man reason. Yet the aposxle says, ''The 
times of this ignorance God winked at — passed 
ovier — or suffered to remain for a Jong time for 
purpo&eis, doubtless, winch his own infinite wis- 
dom saw best. But now ,*" continues the apos- 
jtle, " commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent:" and he assigns, as a reason— '* Because 
he iiath appointed a day,^ or, period of tune" — 
(and which, in tlie dissemination of the gospel, 
had already commenced) "in wliich he will 
judge,'*'* — ttot is,^ rwfe and govern " th^ world in 
righteousness^ by tliat man whorp he hath ordain- 
ed "--^the roan CAri*^ Jc««5— the appointed Me- 
diator and Redeepaer;-^" whereof he hath giv^ 
en assurance unio all men, in that hq hath raiscid 
bim from the dead." ^ 

Such was the reasoning of St. Paul with the 
AtWni^ idolators-— such his representation pf 
the character, disposition,and purposes of God, 
and his government of mankind,, in their differ- 
ent uaiiou5 anid goneFation?,. and uncler tl)e dif' 
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ferent dtispensatrons of his -providence and grace. 

But the principal subject of the lapostk's 
preaching was " JiBsus and the Hesurreclion." 
On this siiblifne topib he dwelt with rtipture, 
and tviih peculiar emphasis, as thie ultimate add 
perfect display of the wisdom of the divine 
counsels, and of the riches of divine grace and 
universal benevoteiice. And it was this part of 
his preaching, in particular, that was looked 
upon by the Athenians lo be soiiew and strange, 
which they found it so diffitult to understand — 
and of which they were desirous of a ftiUer ex- 
planation-—" He seemeth (said they) to be a 
setter forth of strange gods; because he preach- 
ed unto them Jesus and the resurrection"-*- 
** May we know what this new doctrine, where- 
of thou speakest, is? forlhou bringest certain 
strange things to our ears." 

To the Athenians, the apostle's doctWne con- 
cerning Jesus and the resurrection was indeed 
new and stra/nge^ the like to which they had 
never heard before, and the effect which it pro- 
duced upon the audience was various, as might 
be expected; (for it is by no means unusual that 
the same discourse, is very differently received, 
and makes opposite impressions upon the minds 
of different persons; owing, doubtless, very much 
to different tempers, and different habits of think- 
ing and reasoning, and also to dilferent precon- 
ceived opinions and prejudices.) Thus the histq- 



naa^siatos inrefer^ce to &u Paura preaclnog — 
" Sooie iiiQcked, ai?d otheis said, we will hear 
thee agam of this eaattOr." 

It is supposed that the apostle did not fio- 
bh hi€ iiMeaded discourse^ or say all that he 
WP^d have smd^ had he not been interrupted. 
He said enough however concerning Christ and 

• ^h«2 resurrection to coavinee mne^ of the excel- 
lence^ and the divine authority of the christian 

jdeptrine; amo^ whom, w^as ^' Dionesius, tlie 
Areopagite/' supposed to be one of tbe judges 
af the court, ^> and a wotnan named Damaris, 
and some others." "So Paul departed from 
amangabera.'' 

Thus we have taken a brief notice of the 
i^o^tle^s . proceeding at Athens, and the treai- 
vmnt he^^jreceived ; and have given an analysis of 
his preaching, and the doctrines he taught. We 
shall npw^ r^cdr to the passage which was first 
read to you as the <te St, and shs^l apply it to 
after ages, and occurrences in the christian 
nhurch; and especially to events, proceedings, 
and cifpum»tances, which are taking place in 
^ ppesoat time. "May wc know what this 
new doctrine, thereof thou speakest, is; for 
tlioH bringestxertaipF f trai^e things to our ears: 
we w^ld know the):dbre, what diese things 
raean.^' ^ 

The apos^^s d^ trine, thai, was. thought to 
be a nei0 doctrine; amd \o the- A^i^oians, u itce^ 
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SO, in reality. They had heard of EpicifAis 
and Zeno, of Socrai^s and Plato, and other re- 
nowned sages, and' their differ«it systems 6f 
philosophy and religion; and their onytholo^ 
taught them the names and exploits of theif 
deified heroes and heroines, arid gods and god- 
esses, which they had in gfedt numbers. With 
various tales and divers supposed powers. But 
Jesus of Nazareth, as described by the apostle^ 
was to thenu a title anxl character wholly un^ 
known before, and the wondei-s wrought, and 
the doctrines taught by him, were altogether 
new and strange. 

And here we would prqmise a fact, the ccr-* 
rectness of -which will not be Questioned by 
this audience, — that Christianity, as exhibited 
both by the Evangelists and apostles, and ctm^ 
tained in the gospel revelation, is the trutii df 
God — a full declaration of his will and his ftif^ 

Eoses concerning mankind, and a complete de^ 
neation of their present condition — their duties, 
their privileges, and their prospects^ and of 
their future 2ind eUmal destiny: and hence th^- 
solemn caution, given to every man, not to adj 
to, nor diminish aught, from this revelation. ' 
It is however, a melancholy feet, th^t, soon 
aCter the age of the apostles, the christian reli-^' 
gion became greatly degenerated. Nay, before 
the conclusion of that «^, the pure doctrines 
of the gospel begaft to be corrupted l^ th*- 
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doctrinffs and commandrnerfts of men. Hence, 
to the Gallaiians, the aposlle says—" I marvel 
liiat ye are so soon reracyved from him that call- 
ed yon into the grace of Christ, unto dnotber 
gOspel: which is not fehotlier; biit there be sofnie 
Hiat froiible you, and wbcrfd perVert the gospel 
of ChnsV." ; 

This corruptitig spirit arid ioffcience, increas- 
ed and spread more and more vnitngling hu- 
man and secukr pow^r and policy, with the 
srmpie principles of the gospel,— ^perv^rting its 
doctrines and precepts, and corhipting its sys- 
tem of government and worship^ by numerous 
and unauthorised rhes aftd ceremoni^s,^ — by 
fefming ecclesiastical constitutions, enacting 
Canons , and ' establislfmg long eatalogties of arti- 
cles of faith, and enjoining the belief 6f them, 
o^^ the peiKilty of exconftmimitJition in this 
worklj^andetettial damnation ifl the world to 
tvme; — ^until finally, ihe whole clfffetian^ world 
became subject to the usurped authority, civil 
and ecclesiasticEl, of his,*— tpresurtiptuOiisly, and 
Haspheniodsiy^tyled, **Iidrd,''GfW, the Pope!*' 
To this tyramjital power and dbmbikm,' it is 
Supposed ^ a^i^Ale^^^ propte^tksafi^ tlbctes^ iii 
his descripdon dl 1^ *^ fb«r of iSin*— the son of 
pbtiM^iS^-^y^bb^^^ (says te;) (^©oietli'i^d e^crftii 
eth himself tbove afi thut is eaned God, w th«i 
iA worsMlppifetff so tteit te^ as Jedd;; 3Mlt«tli Iii 
'' ' ■ ' ' ■ ' ^ '■ " ''*'.'■ ^*" ' ^^ •' "*■■■. 
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the temple of God, showing Jiintself that he h 
God!" - 

For about a thousand years the papal Chorcb 
with the Pope at its bead (haviog obtained it by 
the most subtle and nefarious arts, and perse ver; 
ing efforts) held this usurped and unrighteous 
control over the understandings and consciences 
of the people; immuring them in worse ihaa 
Egyptian darkness and bondage — withholding 
from them ^the light of God's word— taking 
away this ''key of knowledge, "•»— and thunder* 
ing the most terrible anathema's— -even eternal 
exclusion from the kingdom of heaven, and the 
sufferings^ of the pains of hell forever, to «ny 
who should presume to call in question the di- 
vine, and supreme authority of the Pope — the 
pretended successor of St. Peter; or whp 
should refuse toyieW implicit faith, and unqua^ 
ified obedience to the dogma's and requisitions, 
hawever absurd, which from time to time were 
set up and enjoined. 

During these dark ages, what ecclesiastical 
domination,— *-wbat hypocrisy, avarice, debauch^ 
erv, crueky, and all manner of " spiritual wick- 
ednei^ in high places," reigned 'triumphkit? and 
what gross ignorance, superstition, and idolatry; 
what degrading corruption, and abject vassalage 
prevailed, every where, atnong the people T 
What absurd and preposietous doctrines, rites, 
and usages, hare bec^n introduced and perpetua^ 
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tedy in tbat, Ms^ly ckimed, pure and infaUabh 
thurchy from the (still venerated, though utterly 
unfounded:) d<K-4rine of ^he Trinity, and of 
vicgirious suffering and atonement, to that of tran- 
substantiation,^— priestly absolution, and extreme 
unction — worship of angels, apd canonized 
sainte, — (especially the virgin Mary — to whom 
they offer more prayers than to the Almighty) 
the doctrine of purgatory^^ and of the necessi- 
ty of prayers for the deliverance of souls out of 
it;-^together with the still retained, and still 
supposed ..highly important doctrine of fallen 
angeisy an omnipresent devily of great power, 
arttl vastly successful in his opposition to God, 
and to the reign of the Messiah — and lastly the 
doctrine of endless sufferings and torments in a 
future state,, for a large portion of mankind? 

Such, for a long lime, have been, and such 
still are, the doctrines, rites, and practices of 
papery y or the Romish church: And doubt- 
less, its deluded votaries,— many of them, have 
full confidence in tlmse tt-aditionary doctrines^ 
and superstitions. They verily believe that 
their priests have foil authority — derived from 
the Pope, to grant them plenary absolution^ 
even, (if he chooses) for all their sins, past, 
present and future; — that be can open to them, 
the^gate of heavenly glory, in another world, or 
close it agatpst them at pleasure — that the virgin 
Mary can be prevailed upon to intercede eff^c- 
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tuaUy fpr them, or for tlieir departed friends, ia 
purgatory. They believe in the divine efficacy of 
extreme unction^ as it is called, administered in 
the last hour of expiring life, and they believe 
also — (contrary to their own reason and senses,^ 
they believe, because so taught by their priest — 
that the wafer ^ which they receive and eat in the 
sacrament — after being set apart and consecrat- 
ed by the officiating minister, is the real, identic 
cal body cf Christy which suffered on the cross 
1800 years ago. ,, 

We pity such ignorance, and we wonder at 
such superstitious notions, and absurd inaagina- 
tions. But it is w^ordiy of serious inquiry 
whether there are not, among protectant sect^ qf 
professing christians, doctrines and practice^ 
equally unfounded, irrational and superstitious; 
and soniBy which, in substance,, are v^ry near 
allied to those which we have ju^t noticed. 
Lfet it not be thought invidious if we proceed Id 
notice some instances of this similarity. Ts it 
not still thought, by many that protestarU priests 
also, possess an influence and energy very near- 
ly resembling the power of absolutionf Wliy 
else are persons called upon, in public m^etingSj, 
in seasons of what are called revivals, and en- 
tresited to come forward to what are called, the 
anxious seats^ that the minister rnay pray for 
them? which proceeding, they are told, will al- 
most certainly result in their conversion, and 
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cibtdiBrng a hope, and in their salvation from 
Eternal biimingsl — ^Hehce the exhortations ad- 
dressed, es^oecially to the youngs on those occa- 
sions, " Come forward to the anxious seats — 
if yon wish for salvation — if you would escape 
hell, and be made heirs of heaven — O, come 
to the anxious seats-—<;ome round the altar — 
that God^s ministers may pray for you. " 

If you will excuse a short digression, I will 
here make one inquiry — Do you read of such 
anxious seats being provided in the days oif 
Christ or his apo8(te|.'^ or of any such accompani- 
ments to their pmK^hing or public: worship, 
as have lately prevailed, and been practised at 
four days, or protracted meetings? If not, is 
not their expediency more than questionable? 

The doctrine of the trinity, and of vicarious 
suffering, is still held by the greater part of pro- 
testaht sects; which teaches them to belie^^, 
that one infinite, eternal person of this trinity 
died on the cross, to placate the infinite 
wrath of another^ eqally infinite person, and ren- 
der him favourably disposed towards mankind. 
Again; If the doctrine of extreme unction is not 
exactly the same, in name and /orm, among pro** 
t^tadts, as with the papists,- yet in substance 
there is evidendy but a shade of difference; for 
it appears still to be thought that the prayers of 
a priest, at the last hours of life — espeoialiy if 
6*-' ' v ■ 



i 



EFOCured at the djiqg person^s request) wJU, v^ry 
opefu^y be eiFectual, in saving the immoFtai 
spirit; not only from the pains of purgatory y 
but from that endless puniehment which he is 
told is his jttsi desert; and which, but for that 
timely ministerial service^ orini&ocation,be would 
inevitably have been condemned to suffer.* 

And although popish infallability is not claims 
ed in express terras, yet it appears to be an opin- 
ion, which prevails to a considerable extent, 
and which the clergy are veiy much disposed to 
encourage, that to be a member of an arthodoss 
churchy in full faith and coffbiunion, if it doest 
not infallably secure a person's eternal sakaittoa, 
it, however places him or her, in a pretty mfe 
state, in reference to another world. 

The doctrine of fallen angels« — ^a personal ma- 
lignant devil, and endless hell torments, are held 
ia^cammon by Romian Catholics, and by all that 
are considered evangelical churches and denom- 

*We are far from being opposed to ministerial Tisita- 
tions of the sick — praying with them, &c. Wo highly 
approve of it. Ndt, however, to alarm the minds of the 
sick and dying with fearful apprehensions of divine wrath 
and vengeance in a future «tate ; but to assure them of 
God's unchanging fayor and goodness— -to exhibit, in high 
relief, the inestimable hopes and consolations of the gos- 
pel of peace and salvation ; that, as the poet says — 

<( Deapair and angnish,^' may ''^ fl^e^the sti^uggling aouI, . 
Comfort come down^ the trembling wretch to raise. 
And his last, faultering accents whisper — praisx.'* 



kiRtiemi^, among prDtestants. Na one, it is 
thought, can be a true orthodox christian^ un- 
less he has full faith in the devil and hell! 

At the era of the Reformation, under Lulhery 
Calvin and others, it is certain that many grosa 
impositions) and shameful ttbuses,'long practised 
in the papal 'church, were detected, exposed, 
and reformed; and many idle superstitions, — 
imauthorized rites, and useless ceremonies, were 
relinqnished and discarded. Atul in tkai case 
the reformers^ like the apostle in the text, were, 
accused, by the then generally supposed orthodox 
priesthood, of « bringing certain strange thing9 
to the ears of tkm people, and of teaching nei9 
doctrines, contrary to the long ostablished faith 
of the church — subversive of all proper ecclesi* 
astical authority, and of all order, morals, and re- 
ligion. The catholic clergy exerted all their 
>authority, and all their inOuence, to keep thtf 
people from going to hear thos6 kereticalpreneh^ 
ersy or reading any of their writings; telling 
them that theirs was the only true religion, hand- 
ed down from Christ and his apostles — ^that if 
they departed from the faith and government of 
that church, they would^ incur the awful displeas- 
ure and malediction of God, and Christ, and 
the virgin Mary, and of all the saints and angels 
^ iff heaven — that the tremendous sentence of ex- 
eommunicaiian must be passed upan then^, 
which would* be ratified in heaven, and seal 
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their eternal damnation, beyCnd tbB hope of 
remedy ! 

My brethren, h there any thing like tbts trans- 
acted in the christian world in 0«r day ? Of this 
we shall now more particularly inquire. We 
have not time' to trace the history ^f events^n 
Christendom from the era of the Reformation down 
to the present period. We will conie immedi- 
ately to the times in which we live, and it the 
religious movements and operations of the pre- 
sent day. 

It is evidently, at present, a season of great 
excitement, and of extraordinary exertion ; and, 
thank God, of great religious inquiry arid inves- 
tigation also ^ which is always alike /a<a/ to error 
9ind superstition^ intolerance and hypdcrictfy arid 
favorable to the cause of truth, and to the genu- 
ine, rational, and liberal principles and practice 
of Christianity^ — the pure, generoits, inlpartial, 
and heavenly religion of the gospel. 

But is there any doctrine propagated among 
us at the present time, which, like that preached 
by St. Paul at Athens, is thought to be new and 
strange 9 Yes, — of this you cannot be ignorant*, 
and you anticipate me, and say, it is the doctritw 
of Universalism. Tme, my respected hear- 
ers, it is so ; this doctrine is looked upon by 
many to be almost as new and strange, as was the 
doctrine erf " Jesus and the resurrection" to the 
Athenians. Whether it is, in reality anew doc- 



Irine, wiil.b^ an after Jnqurry. . Byt as to its pro- 
mulgalion^ to any considei'able extent, at least^ 
during several preceding agi^^ and also the age 
in which we hve, until very lately,— we ac- 
knowledge it to be, cQoip^ratively, a new doctrine. 

A vpry different^ ^nd a very contrary doctrine, 
has extensively jH-evailed-r-even the doctrine of 
God.'s everlasting hatred and wrath, and his fixe4 
aixd unalterable determination, according to hi^ 
own good pleasure,, to punish and torment a greal 
part of his own intelligent creation — ^his own 
offsprings to all eternity 1 We think this is the 
5trangest-^tlie raoslr unaccountable— and the most 
absurd doctrine that ever was promulgated, or 
that ever was proposed to the faith of rational 
beings. And so it would certainly appear to all, 
werp it not that people have been familiarized to 
it from cliildhood — have been trained up in it, al 
aaiecessary part of education— as a most imporr 
tant and salutary truth of the gospel revelation — - 
the revels|tion of '' good tidings of great joy!'* 

The early seceders from the church of Korae, 
appear to have considered it unnecessary to in- 
quire concerning the validity of this doctrine ; 
tnp doctrine of endless bell piinishment ; but took 
for granted that it was correct. . And here, cer- 
tainly^ is a strange fAin^-they rejected the catl>- 
olic doctrine of purgduiry^ as an unfounded su- 
perstition, but retailed thatj which is a thousand 
iimei more iftconsistent, incredible^ and abhoi*- 
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rent — the doctrine o^ ettrridl torments, ThU 
doctrine of popery, ivhich thie^ clergy of that 
church fotm'd convenient, to keep the people in 
awe, and subject them to thehr domination and 
avarice, the Reformers appeared willing to admit, 
and receive fro'm them as tme ! ! 

The same cruel, and most irrational doctrine, 
has since (we are persuaded, without much ex- 
amination, or reflection) been admitted as correct, 
by most denominations of professing christians. 
This alone passes current, at present, as true 
orthodoxy ; whilst the doctrine of God's impar- 
tial, universal, and unchanging lore— -issuing in 
the final salvation, holiness and happiness of all 
mankind, is considered a new and strange doc- 
trine, and a most alarming, demoralizing, arid 
dangerous heresy ! The common opinion appears 
to be, that for a person to hope and believe that 
all his neighbours and fellow-creatures will be 
taoed as well as himself^ and none of them, (to 
borrow the language of the Catechism,) sufler 
"the pains of hell forever,'* is a most fatal error, 
and sufficient to seal his own eternal condemAa* 
tion ! 

Vhiversalism thehn is said to be a newzai 
itrange doctrine, and exceedingly pernicious. 
But who say this ? A^ they those who have 
carefully examined it, in its foundation, its super- 
structure, and in ail its hearings, its connections, 
and its result, so ll>at tliev fiillv understand \i^ 
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We think ool. On the contrary, it is commonly 
founds that those \vho, speak the most against it, 
and are its v^$t violent opposers, ace such as aro 
yeryy ignorant of it, who have taken no pains to 
investigate the subject,, and who condemn it it 
random, unheard, and without examination. 

.1 Iiope.I shall not be considered presump« 
Uious, or iinchariiatle, wJien.I say, (what I ex- 
pect you will all allow to be true,) that the greatest 
opposers of die doctrine of universal grace, and 
of those who preach and propagate it, are our 
brethren of the orthodox clergy. They with one 
consent, denoynce the doctrine, and all who es- 
pouse it ; and even excommunicate persons from 
their churches, however niioral and upright they 
n\»y be in other respects, if they shall aare to con- 
fess their faith in it. And we expect, as ^ople 
gain morck confidence, so as, without restraint, 1o 
avow their real sentiments, this business of ex- 
comi]^ui^ication will increase upon their hands ; 
for it is well aspertained, from private acknowl* 
edgements, that there aie many ut^iversalists in 
ohhodox churches of different denominations. 

But to return.— -Concerning these grave and 
rev^read 6pposers of univer^isip, there is one 
o/twQ things which we are it^bliged to believe, 
viz.^^-^either that they are unacquainted with the 
doctrine, or else that they ane liot hfinest. We 
should cbdosejo believe the foniD.er ; but it ia 
certain that either prie or the o/Aer of these prop- 
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ositions is true ; because tljey generally, and 
almost constantly, misreprennt the doctrine ; and 
liold up in tire place of it, to tlie view of their 
hearers and readers, opinions and sentina^nts as 
held by us which we neither teach nor believe, 
any moi^e than they. Now we have no objee* 
tiori to their opposing, and pointing out the 
errors of our doctrine, if they find then>, «Dd 
Relieve them to be such. . Nay, itis theitduiy 
to do it. But let them do it fairly and honestly j 
not by misrepresentation and abuse,-not by e?ili- 
mz us infidels, deists, messengers of satan, &C/; 
unless the^ show by proof and souiwt argument, 
that we justly merit such a charge. We *e>o^ 
very freely point out, what we belteve to be, 
errors in other systems; but we do it by an i^ 
peal to the scriptuires, in contrast with their 
avowed jprinciples, as contained in their own ar* 
tides and confessions of faith; and we call upon 
the people to hear^ . examme^ and judge for 
themselves. But is this the course pursued by 
the opposers of universalism ? Do ihe clergy 
advise their people to acquaint themselves wiife 
the ddctlrine — and carefully to consider and 
tveigh the evidence and arguments, both /of and 
against it ; that lliey may form a deliberate and 
enlightened opinion, and make a judicious deci- 
sion in ihe case^ 

No, my liearers, you well know thi& is hot 
tbe course taken. Oti the contrary, the clergy 



denkre tfae-doeichie t0 henem mA Mtrm^^ msA 
li>l>e tttlerly fais» «ad rmiBKWi8,---wh0n)r incon- 
mient aod contrtdiclQfrY) awl wtthoul any foun- 
dation in tbe word of Qod:-^-^^«ild they wish tbd 
fe^ifl^ ioABke iheir word for 9U this^ witiiout 
fortber ioqutrfr «^ ^vUfa entire coi^ence ui 
iibttr inftUabtKiy. Nay, tb^y admonisb, and 
w«m tbem, not to look i6to the doctrine at all-— 
n0«rer to allow thems^es to lislen to one of its 
fMrcaehers, nor go wilhin the sonod of his voice;, 
and never ^ reiid any beokay |»nipblets, or pa- 
pers mfsi^K of i^ or wittch ga to support and 
d^end it. 

And'^iB^is, we aeknowMge^, they discover 
mtfeh prudence, or ratber, avt and conning; for 
liiey wetl kniiw thart if peofile hear, and read, 
and esMdine the doctrine for themselves, they 
wfU find it to be r^ difiia'eiit from what they 
often hear it described and represented by its 
enemtes: they btow that they wiU iSnd out that 
oniversfifisni is not atbeism or deism }-Tii<Mrin&' 
Mky, in any of its forms cor grades. ^True, 
ffaey will not &id it neither, tobe Calvinism, nor 
armioifl»aai, nor orthodoxy, as that term is now 
gener^ly iiiid^Fstood and applied. But still the^ 
wiH 6nd^ (1^ an due etamiaation, has been uni- 
formly aekaowkK%ed,) tkit the doctrine of im^ 
partial iitvd utttversal grace and salvation, hM 
roudb rtteHi, and very nwch scriptyure in>5^ fa-* 
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votir; and iliat it i9"feifiid^ mtiii^ i^tontal fiyfai^ 
ciples of goodness m:itf bMevotence^'aod iiMha 
an*8Ubduing — att^cdoquertiFgieiMnrgtes of t^^infiMite 
pdwer, and of <lmtie hnmutirtAe iove. 

And now, mjr bretbfen, we iiiqwte, li^lfcii 
Ml realkyy a new imd stfftnge »4ectrifiei l^it- ii 
liew and strange d^Iaratton, thaM]i«' Supreme 
Being— -the Creator of ^aUthings, poseeaees-^^ltf 
mighty power9 and iha^ be wM! do ail his: pleas- 
ure; and tbat his pleasitre is, ^^ that all sm her 
saved 9 and oome -nnto^the knowledge of A0 
trullif'' Is it a new aild strange doMiiie ikal 
" there is one^^ God, and but one?-^For in re- 
lation to thi9 point, ^ni verl^iAsts ^re strietly Unt- 
twrians^ believing, with them, in ther sifl»ple,iini-e 
ty of the divinr Being^^Ood tlie Faili^4 — B«a? 
we stop not here; we believe thaC this omeQoA 
is infinitely ^oorf—^good to irH--^hd'tbatliewil^ 
he so forever. 

We inquire then furtlier-^-^Is it a new' anil 
strange dootrifie to christians, that there is^ nol 
only one "God — biit that there is 4dso ^^eii6 
JMMimor betwe^ Qod and mer>-^e imm 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a msota^for 
dl, to be testified in dae'tifae.^'--^^iat he ^^taal^ 
ed death for every niaff,'^andis "Ae pro^itia^ 
tiori for the sins of tha^hole world?" And is» 
itq new and strange doctrine, tlittt ^^it pleHsed 
the Pother that jn hinr(the Sort-*rthe Alediaior) 
should all (illness dwell; and having made j)eace 



ibf^ii^^^: UbMMl o(4Mft CMS«» h^ hm k> re- 
^c»QHmb^4Jl«ilu«49>tlHa bmaeUy by IubB) I svf, 
«4iether^tb(gr li^T^angt ifij^te^ tbiius ta 
J^v«n ?^' : k^ ar Bew< f4»c9sme \\mi krk God'f 
H;go«ri ;]Miftsiiid]^ Vbi^h «4)» baUi {Hurposed io 
IwselE ; 4hftl^4»« t^t4i^^esslilMM> c^^ 4^^ ftibess 
efi<.tici|e9 be ought t gtdi^ together.- in pne, ifl 
'ibines ift. Cb»sH l9lbth iKliieb4U'€ in b^aven, aod 
vvhieli are cial«Hctib, ev€» in bim"? Is it neur 
mdUmtgs.^ yom^^Him^^imf >^ As in Adam aO 
lifO) ^^9v^ isos.WGbr^^^ft^all bemade-sdive''^ 
ibti >fciCllmi^fiifmTfi^ he b^ put all ene^ 
raies under his fret" — ^that " death) the last ea* 
emy sbaUt k^ 6mi^f9ymd^^*^9»4^ thai wbep all 
ikm^/iAMhe sttbdneSd to CUd^- ^^ then sbgil tb0 
Son idso.biint^ he iMyiet «p»to^ 1^ that pin 
aUtUogsc under bioN^t€rodq^ beall io 
aU«<^;-^«)ieir:d«ad» beiji§:>^ s^^Uonved up in victo- 
ry V-^-nnilQdyiflEitve^flal, and eternal thanks shidl 
b*»as«rihed ^ CrQdy^>^«^bo^ath us the vtcto* 
1^ tbfoi^h oui^^Loiid Jasoi Cbriftt"'--Is ieN-^^>^ 
fim we fflii0t> ilep.^'^lir^ iBQtdd proceed very 
l&mmlk^fiWib imp^^^ fouod^d nppn expreaa 
declwrtkSM^^ aC «0«ipliu!ef Mivbteh go tbewhete 
]tQiigiji^.aai& hiiacMdyEht and defth, and height of 
the doctrine'oC^uniyefsall8f{i--^^hich i the doe* 

tr»ne«oC tlj# ^^ttaaearejhdWejricbet of Christ.'^ vt 

4i»W^f9k tben^ Is. ib^. do^rine ^hicb is so 

cieacly |i9COglW(eidrr*-5o exfN^e^y declared in die 

b^y ^ci:i|N^un^;9f dHTJdi iu3piratiQ|^-M.w^cb is 
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$0 ootis<Miaat vfifh the mo^ Mshed iiettk t#tte 
character aiid attwbtiles of Gi rf > b o vgrttedMe 
f& the dicUfies of reasoih tilil 10 fhe^ besi fe<^ 
fetgs, aHhtnioiis, atfd wtslm^' of mankind— ami of 
aJQ benevolent beiiigd:'<loesf (Afi# dioetriae de- 
serve to be cohsrdere^, and'edleda nicraiid 
«lraft§fe doctrine, iind a perttidoiis and deadly 
keresy? No — surtlyiio. U\s m old as ih^ 
jMromise ipade to Inair in {^HrinKiie-'^irbicti in 
substance was renewed to the patriarcrh Aiiri4}iNR, 
and which has been cbi^firfned and dedaiiid 
** by the month of aB €tdd'is hoty|nr4S^tAets smoe 
the wprM begSn.*' .r 

And now,--^tfiat this beaveidyl and soiri thmr* 
ing doctrine of good tMings, Is spreaiMng and 
prevailing in eveiy dfc«ecMon; and, to use Itfae 
ngurative and et^M hniguage of the prvphet^ 
lacansing ^^ibe wfldetness and thesomarjrplao^ 
to be glad, and the desert to i^joice and bbssom 
as the rose,'**^-^diatilHng aafd dlfbiikig its ^* 
%htful fragrance-^Now, ^t it b nrakbg ks 
imy to the understandings and cOasdefiees of 
men, and coknm«ffidin^ iisdf to thetr ranon and 
jiidgment, and to their beftimtislies and hopes— 
And now too, that it is proving so mighty, 
through God^ to the pttHnig' down of strong 
holds, -^-casting down imagintitioni — spoiling ec^ 
ciesiastical principalities and powerig^, ^nd «tie- 
cessfully warring aganisi ** spirituial ' wickedness 
to h%h p!ac«i?;"-^'^Seeni| tJ>ese movemeiite wad 



operations — loo pa^iable to be c5oncealed,-r-Hk> 
any inquue aiui desire to ktmyv of us ^^ what 
these things Hi^wi?" 

Wjb readily^aoswer — we unbesUatingly declare 
what we believe — vvJmt we are faBy persuaded, 
tiiese ibiugs mo^— ^^|iK»^''iii^^t^ day of judg- 
ment iiQs coi3r>e! that very day of judgment re- 
ferred to by^ di^ Apesdev in the close of bis 
discourse in, the Areo pagus at Athens— even the 
day — -ibe pei>|ock^-^i» A^ibifiH^rdd will judge — 
Hm^i&^^ule^j^dkgQ^i^ ^ MmHi: i«i righiMMis- 
iiei» hyd^iaMiMiii^^'benk <i^ i)«ib'..iecdiutied — not^ 
by 4he 9«trvile prmcfple of fear^and terror — but 
by the aH-subdutng mfluenpe-^lhe all-conqner- 
iiig<} epei|g}ft^t>f ;i«le&U0 oo»{}a9sioEi ^ jnd kind- 
ness^-^c^ndt* aisiighiii^iiiiO^jjBffr-HEeveidej^^ »aiii- 
StgMkm^^^ke^^^^^ "^^nd of this 

tab HpAnffi UfliFJiMt &«.4d8d^^«^H.«tti^ Mi» 
\m^0if^m^i^md^^r^^^'^^ vrhicb 

i iidbo f i ii jgpgrygBitaiw, vttet^ jtti> AmmmKm^Jemi» 
every knee-dbiMddUxydr^f tlMii§s^si^lf8a««i' mA 
MBptJa^wmk^^mi^r tUegai^tvaidclrslib&^ear^ mi 
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3V aTHOMAS^ JfOKES; 

The Gflipei .Afiiiiilry. 

MXff. lifi St, Wi*-^ftrt^ hfcfvest tfiily1s>le^i6iww, 
ImiI the UibffninMw« fc»w ; iHlr&f y^ t tHM ii itoi4> i tiie Lo»# ^ 
I the harvest, ih^( |ie;>v0ulfi seM ii»f^. kiMffect ia|* hi* 
harvest. . , ^ ^;; 



It Is smd in tbe innrse preeedbr die text^ tbtt 
when Je8ii» saw Uie oaiteiUidGs wM i^ii^ided^ 
liear him, b» was mo?ed wiili compflemMtidr 
thesiii bobatise tbsf femi^d^ 9mi wcre^ tcallUMH 
dMToad as shec^ bavkig iio riiqptiei^ -ht^ihb 
care aad sfm^st^-, wUeb Jesos- efor diovrod 
towastf» ibe cbe^Mte and ailkMlv w«4»co)M* 
inatit dmorJuorA^tfaoiB pectdifer ViMies vvMib 
sbouU ioiiiM ffiir htm rile highesi n a aycu ^^wd 
the beat aflhetieM^)!' tke kuiiMtQ'^balvti ^^ ^ ' 

The aeeaont f^rea m dha» <:«Mnt r<]f it^^ 
neMj^ tmlMBdea ir4ki floehed tt( kear ^ileivaoiiH 
inp of JesiM, we iaa^ mSe^umi ten tnond «)p-i 

speet to^bei^intiMk as weU as^iieir b^tes; and 
that tliey Aiv#re unseitfed as to aoy 4xed i^ertli- 



fiiefit wMeli codd sire ihm» re^l and penMMBi 
e om6m . Hor^hm tkeif vmy gtni^ wbotmmd 
fer^ibem, so tfs to lead'ijicfm imo the ridn pall» 
exeept the Lord l«8if». Ho^k^nikhiitical^ dM 
good shq^Jierd who gave his )lie fer Ae lAeop, 
and ds such, be ^had ^cuii^sstotitiQ the&rairiied 
fiidcitiides^ r 

It is worthy of notice^ io this pkee, dmt Je-« 
sus proDounced a woe agakist the teachers of 
\m day — 'the «la»diiig*^er(ter m the Jewish 
€hiirch---8aykigv Woe utHo yo«i^ lawyers^ for ye 
hBre trissfi'^way the key« e^ kooWlec^e/- ¥« 
enmr fiot b yoors^i^es^ d»d rifose that waie lefcr- 
teiiiig in, ye Undered. If it be asked, how die 
JtowuKh'teiiehers^did these thiii§si the answer is 
easy. B^ their tm^ttoinrrthey iook vwsy the 
tiue fifttflbod of iBteriMraKkig^liie scriMi^ 

ecies, and Aettehy ^hi^hN«d<<bnQ fiooiii. entering 
die'feipdk kiogdoaFi. A prov^A similar to #» 
aJUiiOy wii imerei tbji^^ike^ f«<^^ lertumdi, 
riitt)^; xldn^ yo". I'-^Woe'lxh iioto the pastovs 
Ait deeMr^ Jiid saatlir the ^ sb^p of ixiy pas- 
tUief si^b thit Lord; ^bis woewas pfoi^oiflMi- 
«1 af^tiiii lbem<%eeaasaNih^ seaaten^ atiddiS'- 
^mcffed tlm i^eep; iior waB'this^aii,-«^the^ ^n^- 
Mo Aoix^tbem the mie lirea^ ac^isrbid their 
tM l k% in God's Beld <rf ff^fflttge. ( 

1^^ auddeidy t>ur Lord <d)a^ed ibe ^kmH- 
'^Uk of sheep wkhoet a sbepfaert^ to that of a 






bmriewv laboredgB k>^^. gacber Jl^ui^i ^Aingigf^^ 
tbe Blasters iii Israii^ili^re Ti^^oooe ilofu^l^ 

i^fo tbe inch iscrtpnnral coniibrts ,iiwuic^e4% 

lbs My propbeia >o£^ ibi!^}« ;, p -^ ., 

In proi»ecuti»g tbe subject of tbls di$emili% 

I^i^iU speak 
4. Of^tbe pleDteous borvest. 
2. Of tbe few kborenifi. v «^ 

^. Of tbe €xbQPiaUoo fou^d io tbe imi^r- 

'^}w»y yt) ihen^eytbe Lord of ibq hairi^eijitv 

tbirtbe woidd se»d fortb bftbociers iotot^^Hs^bfyrt 

vest. ■ . • ' ■..:■'/•,■ «'>v^r 

1 . Tbe plent«piis buRy^fst repir#$3n(€^ 4bA 
great mtdtiiiiKks of people >$bicb 4^mm %^w^^, 
sbeep witboiita sbeplicypd^— -^bavipg^ iii^ 
spirit of ioq^y ; but as-fel ip^.igfi|>r^i^c<^^.i^i^^^ 
ar JesDs h tbe MUEse y^sterda}^ rtorday And j||<i 
eirer, w« belieye the ig9oranl.v»iulti|tri«^ y^^mfi^ 
his . ooiafM^aioii i^^l, aod Ih^ be, "HVn,tllflat 
imrcy. la tik parable of tbe Jtaresand ibe \ihs$^ 
wttcb - Jestis pat- forth, tbe torlcett js^s^i^ 
mean tbe end of the world, u-^e. jtge or 4i(5pei|f% 
sation. The -eiKl of the work! > iiaferred-^ toh t^^ 
time when the taceff should^ be ^atbei^ QiK-f»f 
the wheat, add bebumed*. Tbi» was dMUcom^t 
plished in the destructioQ of the J#wi$h liioOMN, 
ch^,; temple and eity^ Btit in ib^ text,, refer- 
BQct is^tiot bad > lo^ tm^ in particulai:, by ifaH^ 



sme meta^or (vis. InHirest,) tid«fi;i biit Urthe 
|ri«it6Q«i» inrveat of t&e people; e€ tbt eoa^ 
tmm peafrfe^ wlk> keird Jesys preaeb glacHj* iii 
i^eferenee to sttcii p«dpte, Jesii»y secMBg ihem 
iO(Ck to btinr liifn^ sakl, '^ TbeMchi ace white 
irifeadjr !<;> halnresu" Though Very ifoonmt) 
ie&m laefc of mfon»«fk>n, the^ were disposed |o 
kiqttip^, «id to ask, Wiiac is trot})? Tbb is^ the 
^first srtep towards ^btaitik^ a kdowlec^e ol' the 
tretb^ If people wiH hm ioqoire, they are 
promised m necessary ffid from en high, to i^^ 
imt tbetn in enterkig the gospel ksagdoni. 
Tfae^e igBoiiKit ped^, in question, were apart 
ei^^m pleateotts hari^est, which God had de- 
s^ied lo gather itrto thd knowledge of life eter- 
md. Mairifiiod at fau^y the equal offspring of 
QroAy were given, heing at firsts emthiy s^ nior- 
Cri', wiA'ihe^JfiUldesigR in God to be iihinnrtely 
gathered by hbit into the eelestifll sta^, as bis 
^^-^eirop'* Md ^* plennsoos hartest," sowed by 
bim in die earth. Tins was^ >^ the graee given 
ttt-in CShikt Jesus, before the world began. " 

Thai G^v die Orealor, expected stich a har<> 
vestfirom tiie beginningy we inay conclude from 
wiMit Moses^^nrrote, Gen. V. If %^^ fhis tstbe 
book of the geraeracions of Adam: in the day 
that' God orea^ nmR/^io tbe likeness of God 
epeaied4ie him. Mate and female t:ireatec| iie 
tfaeai; ^end Uessed thesi) and ealted tbeti' lianie 
himmy in tbe 4iy- wheu tliejr ^vere cretledv" 
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From did 6Ht^ Go4 efttfei^H^d^t^dfdtgii k^jpor 
latton ta die postes^iy of Adem, wbom.lie ewmr 
iM in }u^ own imi^el The - ehildrw -^lof •ibc 
{yromise will, iodeed, m ihe reBwreotieB^ mike 
a fdenieous bwes^ They ar» to be,: for lualti^ 
tudev^^ ibo stars of b^vetiy attd as-iho^sands 
up^i tb^ sea-shorovinniinAeffable. AU^ihe dbH^ 
dren of Adam are also the cbUcben of G^ia 
Christ Jqsus. The beathen are .to bobis bherb' 
taoce, and the imerQiost' pariah ihq^!<eartb . bii 
possessioRy in due (brm; mid though imi»yci«|' 
them. may be ignora&t, as weee the ^ae^ered 
»heep of the house of Israel, in the^ya<>f-JFi^ 
sus Christ i:^on eartlivy^ are they bis iiaffvies^ 
and are now beii^ gathered in by ^be^oapel'^bs^ 
penaation, to the knowledge df divme truth hf 
an arrais^ed process. And at last theyahaH be 
all gathered into the personal pos^essioii' of iat* 
mortal glory in the celestial ^imi^. . >, 

Having, therefore, such a wide ^d before 
us, sucha plenteous faamrest of our ra€# toi^alb^ 
er, docti'indly, into tbe hope of eternal 4ifef we 
are not afraid to preach the gospel freely and^in- 
definitely, lest we should preach it to reprobates.- 
No, indeed! for we do not believ^ r€r«d has a^r 
reprobates. ^^ All souls are mine; as the soul 
of the Fatber, so aW^ahe.soid of the $oa4s 
mine.'' Ezek. xviii. 4* God is the FatheroC 
all; Jesus has 4ied for alU ^^6 gpi^pial pvomisie <if 
greai.|^y wiis jnade forni^^o^tsr^d dbc 



missimrt^ ^ery christian ^feadier reqnhres liihi 
to pf e#rh the* goatJ tidings to "every creature" 
ii^ *' alliiie vvofW." We therefore proclaim to 
stilihe ever Messed message of grace and salva- 
tion^.' ^>* <^ 

-^.^ I was to speak of Hie 1ab6rers being few, 
'^Th^abbwn^ kf tWrterrvesl are represeat«l 
m ga^j^rr»g^ the multitudes of naaokind into the 
h#pe of *tiitem«l fill. -The laborers in this harv- 
esfbjr their doctrinal instroctionsf gather man^ 
Mkltfttit^-th^ Itope-of >eterniA Kfe in their own 
soi^. — ^V^ may ottserveV A«t ^he work of 
tliese-hiborer« is, tiof to softer; not to destroy; 
nm to itivkfe, except frwn etnx. The laborers 
being few, refers to the fftoe in vvhich Jesus liv- 
edupott^Hfthi^whem^ere were no instrucidrs, 
inrreal dwn^ trtith, in the house of Israel, sit- 
tfl^ mibe seat^f lio««5.^ And Jtasus predict- 
ed timt a time wouMcome amongst his professed 
followers, under the' christian name, when their 
tmbbefs m^M mke from ttann the bridegroom 
(#odtritoaHys) »nd'i^^^ they shduld then mourn. 
A^cir(fillgiy,^wben^he was interrogated why his 
dilieifiles'dfd'^t fast? he said. How can the 
children Hrf?^*<bfe bride^hamb^ frat, while the 
brfflegroofh is with themf but thQ days will 
o^ib wb^ the bridegroom shall be taken away 
ffmH tWjdiV then shall they fast in those days, 
dttch days^have beenj and s&ch days are evto 
nO<*^ eitpcfrienced by^ natnf. The labor»s ia 
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the gospel harvest whb t}o not tr«ftd ttowfi) de« 
stroy and scatter, are but few conypafed with 
the great mass aroum] tliein. Few .profess thai 
Jesus will save all that are found in « momtty- 
lost state. Yea some who see the proprietj-af 
this truth are afrakl to confess h befisve' mmu 
Even Chauncy and Huntingdon, soeh' iNit^ |be 
state of public senfiment m their dayf WKMe ii 
only by the midnight laiUp, ieHviag their wril* 
ings or their names to come to the tight iMfiljr af- 
ter they were ^leyond th^ reach ef the ^mtited 
and scorn of the world- But we, in this chft 
have no just occasion of fetr. We^tHter ^tUs 
truth before the worid, and puUish it^inder the 
broad light of the lioon-day son. 

The work of these kbomrs in cfuesiiofi, ia 
the text, is to gather, not to destroy any. ^ For 
who could bear to tbmjc tot Josus tOMgbc his 
disciples to pray for hrborefs to iielp ^testroy 
mankind! — 

We wilt here take ;sdnie notice of^ these lew 
laborers' work; which I wiH do hy refetti|% lo 
another passage. John iv. $6. He tiM seapf 
eth receiveth wages, that both he that sow«cli 
and he that reapeth may rejoice together. And 
herein is thajt saying true-MDne sow^h and aoolh- 
er reapeth. I sent you to reap that ob wUoh 
you bestowed no (prior) labor. Other aMn 
labored (at the husbandry,) and ye are entered' 
into their labors; to reap th^ crop which they 



somed. God sosr^ men iii the ewhly stfite: 
amd the apostles were sept to gather mankind,, 
iloctriaally) into the heavenly state, by the 
)|[^e gttfea- o{ import^ty in Christ's resur- 
reetion^ For suet a doctrinal harvest of hope, 
BiMiy ^MMMt^red tp be ready at the time of Christ 
wrihi^a^e?: 

MaBfciad at^ so prostituted, that they are 
iJiEirays looking 4:€»i^ for something better than 
they possess* . ^ ^ ^ , ^ 

^ Hope a^risg^ ^m^l ia the Jhupfuui breast ; 
Ma»j|0ver-M» hut always to 6c blest.*' 

For such anf enjoyme^ by faith, man was pre^ 
pared from cbe first j)y .hi$ Maker; and was 
made capable, also^ of being baptized by the 
iioiy Spirit, by a new constitution, from n^ortal 
to iramortd— r<from,evthly to heavenly. "We 
are. God's workiioanship.'' But the^ change of 
consutution, from mortal to immoftal, from 
earthly to heavenly, doth not take place in this 
worfd; but in the world to come. All the 
change wrought in any in this world, is no more 
than a moral or spiritual jchange of sentiments 
and affections, and conduct, wjien found errone- 
ous and JmmoraL.F! or if s^ay, like TimtotHy, 
kiM)w the $ruth pf the holy Scriptures from^ 
cl^Idhpod, they i^ever needted any change of 
sentim^t. And if their affections and conduct 
are duBcl^ andiafluenQed by their hone, they 
neednOviBw4^c^^ All i^ey meciy is to 
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gro^t irr the knowledge of ibe ^ace of God^ 
and in moral purity and excellence. Forhe** 
lievers are still mortal and earthly while in this 
life, subject to the ^xm passi^n^ a^d ten^^iaK- 
tions as oiber men. They have all the natural 
tendencies and feelings corauion to hii^an -na* 
ture. But they are called to govern thQi#9elv«s 
by their faith, upon ea?th, ip word, apd detdf so 
that they do no evil to any, in ayay sense. 

The ".other men", that labojpedj into whoge 
labors the apostles of Christ entered^ w^re the 
holy prophets, who s.earched what .manner of 
time the spirit of Christ which was 4n thesd^ di4 
signify, when it testified . before hand the suflSer'* 
ings of Christ and the gloiy that should follow. 
The apostles, who saw the Sonpf God in flesh, 
were more highly favored under tfaehr dispensa- 
tion, than the prophets wero under their^. So 
said their Lord—" Blessed are your eyes, foi* 
they see ; and your ears, for they he^r ; for 1 
say unto you, ths^t many righteous men and kin]gs 
have desired to see the things which ye «ee, and 
have not seen them ;^ and to h^u: the things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. '^ 

The prophets pr^^dicted, what the s^ostles daw 
fulfilled as witnesses, and preached $o the world 
as such. They preached, a» theic: eyes were 
opened, the unsearchable riches pf Christ ; thi^ 
God was no respector of persons ; that the, 
Messiah was God's salvaliqi unto the. end3 of 
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the earth ; llntt the forgiveness of sin*was^ jM-each- 
«d-as \nride.as the wofld-; that as certainly as \y.e 
ha«e borne the-miage of the eartUy here, we 
diiall bear the heavenly image in eternity ! 
' Will this developement of free grace be ob- 
jected to, as removing the restraint of fear, aris- 
ing from the <ianger of endfess raisery ? Let ine 
ask, wherefore did not all the fear of the past 
ages^of the papacy, correct the morals of those 
ai;es ? For, surely^ mankind were much more 
wicked in chose ages, ^han they now are. Wit- 
nessthe bistory of the tyrannies, massacres, bar- 
barities, of the men of those times ; — 4heir rage, 
Kistqnd general licentiousness. The doctrine of 
a^pni^atory and of a possible eternity of tor- 
mBnis in fire, did not sanctify them. History 
bears- a.«oriy testimony ^othe moral efficacy of 
sisch a faith, in those ages when that faith was 
the most strong and general amongst mankind . 

l^et mankindi> become fu%t< persuaded, tliat 
Go4, their. Creator, is all love and goodness ; 
ye^) and that^ allJils chastisements for iniquity 
ar^inflicted M^ith a benevolent design ; and surely 
such a uoble Jiope wiU-' bi'eak up in them the 
diOmin^ force of temptation ,- and moral recti- 
toite will become 4heir delight ; and iniqtiky of 
-eveiy kind wilL become their- abhorr^ce. %So 
dolhthe*graceo£* God, that bringeth salvation, 
teach,to.^i5|]<^pgodliness anduvorldly lusts, and 
Uiflii^ne<^liji||^whi>m tl«^ graQe'^a{)pear%.to liv't; 
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righteously/ soberly, and godly in tbir^wesefit 
worid. We beKeve and preachy the unbounded^ 
universal grace of God, to presierve oursehr^s 
and others from all evil deeds. Grace, wbicb 
saith to every sinner,-—" Tbysins be forgiven 
ihee," also enjoins, " go and sin no more P' 

While we tnink God has implacable, vengef»i 
n^rath, towards the sinner, so long shall we think 
ourselves justified in hating implacably such as 
we may deem w^orthy of our displeasure, — ^hat- 
ing their persons for the saka of their- deeds* 
But, according to the New Testament, 4io iiJan'^ 
person is to be tbe object of hatred, though his 
deeds may be abhorred, and his^ersen, irneeil 
so re(juire, be secured by the awn ^f- the law, to 
restrain his malignaticy. indeed, 4here ia n& 
possibility of forgtving enemies-^of renderii^ 
blessing for cursing— but upon the prlnoiple^f 
God'a infinito, umieersal grace and 'Jove. For 
while we think, that there js one.^reatttfe, iftany: 
part of God's creation, which he hfttes," s6 te«g 
shaH we feel licensed to select for ocnrseives 
sdme proper object of vefngeance or^ «fbfaorreiice 
amongst our race. But who does not know lliat 
this practice wouW be in direct opposition to tbe 
obvious doctrines and positive precept ofilie 
gospel ? But when we becoifie feilfy persim^/ed^/ 
that •^> ^ 

" We caiiilQt%o " ' 
Where Mhiy^etM love . siHtes noi^i^w^'^ - 



thefM!<r« sbaH fed eufs^lvjds p&ftO¥edS» batredi 

iFweibshr&it ; and shaU'feeli^dumosefi to siirfei{<i 

der atrieiyes-iip to the tnitk ofJheB rgrace, to be 

govefne<h^i9<HttB5r l^ it ia worcts gad m^deeilf 

An4 the eiakrged oonqpassioo. and good wili^ 

^hic^ vr6 feelior all isaokiMl, wilhMH make us 

aUior Mq^ty less, bet wiitinspiretis the more 

whh the iove of hoUness. ^ * , ^ . . 

S» I was tospeakoftfaeei^hortatioii found in 

tte text, *' >Pi»y ye, thelreforev the Lord of the 

bar^*^; that he would send fertli laborers tiilo~ 

his harvest." V 

To pray to, or petition j Akmgbty Gred, t?ho 
is infinitely wise and good, to do any thing for 
ours^lfes or others, may tidre the appearance of 
inconsistency at first, in the minds ot some who 
have thought freely for themselves upon subjet^ts. 
For it is a given point, that God, our Midcer, is too 
wise to need any direction from us, and too good 
to need any excitementi from us. And, indeed, 
if we think we know bettar than Gdd, what is 
best for ourselves, so that We can dhrecthim 
what is most suitable te be done for us, or otfa- 
6rSi ' it is^ our felly. And if we think we can 
move him by t>ur request^, to be more gracious 
towards tt^, more careful of us, ortncNre kind to 
us, than he is m and of himselif, it surdy is our 
ignbnuice to think so. 

Nevertheless, God indiilges mankind, while 
in this mortal state <^ troirt)]e «id s^ifiering, to 
8* 
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dray or requsestimn^ for tliemsely^s thdiortierSf 
HI sobordinatian to- Md iti&iile wisdom aofl gc^^^ 
mess* So we sdy, prayer is an kididgeQ^<3od 
has gramed man, fc^ h^gralttficatientuid'coinfbit 
wpon ewnh. In this view of prayer, it is desire^ 
iM* desife brought kno words ; and isne. 9note m 
its kind, than hifl^er and thirst are M^tfaeiir kkMiy 
preparatory to oar rebel vkig food ^rad ifchik with 
zest. And we knpw that the God ivho made the 
«ffi^ fertile, in -^ order to the prodac^'on of th^ 
sustenance necessary for man, aiso iconstitMed 
6ur cravinff s^petites to receive it. So pra^ery 
or the spirit of pvayer, is desire ptented in inan 
by his Maker, rodi^ed to activity by circtHta*-* 
stances. Player is deiire^ seeiret or seciaL ^ 

The disciples were privileged to indulge and 
cherish such desires^, which ^ would invigorate 
them with ferveneir in their work. And ^ such 
desires in us now, m this day, would stir us up 
to greater zeal and circumspection in Teligion. 

The exhortation of the text suggests the ne^ 
cessityof such laborer^! because *^ the harvest 
is plenteous." Mankind are ripe and ready to 
receive the information which the true gospel 
gives, if not found under the influence of bigottjt 
and prejudice of another gospel — a gospel which 
seeks righteousness, as it were,' by works o£ 
righteousness done by us. Godwho made the 
eye to see, hath given the light>to furnish vision. 
And he who gave man the power of believing; 
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\9Hh'ysy m b'ls^niiiiie, tmoi! koowing'his diafac^- 
ter haUydlsaatraiigedt&at there ^kouM be mes^ 
i^ngei^ of grace sad truth ta give such inforiBa- 
tion as shall call out the heart into the act of 
coftfidi^ice jti God. So ^ ' ftith comeih by bear- 
ingj and b^u'iog by the word oS God/' wMck 
word reveak Gkxl in his true obaicieter. 

For this purpose laborers are employed, as 
zealous frieods of the gospel, to describe its tust* 
ture to the peielple, to be " helpers of their joy." 
A pure and lofty zeal for the gospel must carry 
them mto the work ; and the same zeal must iti- 
spire them to action. They are the servants of 
uody in Christ, and not of men. Their care is, 
not to please men, but to preach the true gospel 
of Grod our Saviour. 

- Bui, it'is inquired^ why cannot mankind, who 
have the gospel— ^the New Testament in their 
hands — do very well without any such preach- 
ers ? • They may, indeed, if they have themselves 
tbei light of evangelists. Bin upon the same 
pounds we naay 9sk — Why cannot the commu- 
ttity, being taught to read, do without teachers 
of any science whatever ? cyridunetic, navigation, 
philosophy, astronbmy^^eiography, musics ^c^ ; 
for all these sciences are now written out and ex- 
j^ained in books. Here it may be said, the in- 
structtons and exj^nations of teachers expedite . 
informatiofu 80 Gospel laborers expedite moral 
i|iformailo%if:diey are^^apt to teach ;" if tbejr 



areaoi, they lose ils^irJtdier. Onevbas one^tft, 
aootbeF. lias a diffei^ent gilt i; Imt^ few m&^ have 
nmay gifts. >^ There are divecsilies of gifts, bt^ 
Ae same spirits" I Car« xU : 4. > 

In this place I take the^ccasioa to add^^hat 
1); woiild be a Iwn^fit ta spef^ers, and tbroi^fa 
them an equall>enefit to their hearers^ that Gos- 
pel messengers have nothing to interrupt their 
work. 

As all mankind are, by nature, ignorant ; and 
s^reoply made* wise by information. ; so are all 
concerned for the good of their race, especially 
parei^ and friends, to give the young informa^ 
tkui concerning manners, civil decorum and hu*^ 
man rights. And I tUnk they should be equsdly 
concerned to give them some rational ideas of 
religion. The generations to come have nothing 
to save them from the vortex of superstitkyi^, but 
civil and mcoral light. XiCt us be desirous^ that 
such light may be clear, and pray that our teachers 
may be true hearts, without any hypocrisy y in^ 
dulging none — no, not to save tlmr lives ! 

Finally : A Gospel preacher ixiust be tfevoted 
to the Gospel. He must have an ardent love for 
its prions doctrines^ and a fixed regard for its 
moral precepts. He must be no time-server ; 
no man-pleaser. He must serve^hrist— '^« 
vently and faithfiilly. May the Qosfd of free: 
grace be our delight^; and i^ pure moralsi)e our 
practice a^ii honor. Amen. - 
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BY HO SEA BALLOU. 

Jo^N jcyij. part pf lltt verae— Uply Falher^ .kee|»> 
tbrough thj^ie own .name those thou hast giyen me, that 
they may oe one, as we are. 

' Nevsr did the speaker stand before a coo- 
greg^ioa sWiib mQfe sensible ifnpresstoBs of, the 
k^portaQC^of his^.subjecU Never befoBe did lip 
feei H)0r^ sensibly tbe- deficiency of his ability 
to da justice to- a portion of holy wrk^ selected 
for. the instruction of his-andienee. ^ Uod^ ibese 

truly emb^ra^kig,'CirciM^9timo^T tt^i be |if if 
dent inthe-preael^^^ to atfcefiatjp^no^xiiMretban tci, 
present tl^ bearer with ^fi»coaeise:,^Ml as ete2kF> 
a view of the most- proujunem p^ticti]9rs>»:vstig- 
gesled.by^ Ae iexMas- be is^ sble io^ do, vfe^vbg 
his atienmre.andi4iaul^ei^pg; bsaret^ b|r/ careful 
refieotiony to carsy out tba s^v«ml p4|rt8Hi9 Jbr.i^ 
the sti?ength of their discernment a^Mpd^staad-^ 
ing «nay enable tl^em. ^.-*< '*' t - ** 

Be&re mm- |^ioeee4 to:'«otta&.tbe.|i^tio{i eon* 
tained ia-our ti^it^itiftia)^ noltbi^igiipioperjlM 
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take a general view of 4be prayer in wbich h is 
ibuafiL In the drsX petition ^ Jesus prayed for 
Iriniself, that the Father tuight glorify the Son, 
»hat the Son might glorify the Father. In the 
second petition, Jesus prayed for his disciples ; 
jeinbracwig rn his pray«r^sun<irjr'particularsy one 
x)f which lis the subject of the present discourse. 
Innhispart of his prayer he said, "I jMray for 
ihein ; I prffy. not for ihe- world, but for-ibem 
Avhich thou hast given me." In the third petition, 
he said, ' Neither pray I for these alone, l)ut for 
them also which shall believe on me through their 
ivord ; that they all may be one ; as- thouf Fath- 
er, art in me^ and I in thee 4 that they. also may 
be. ope in us ;- that the- worlA^nay believ-e that 
thou bast sent me. And the glory, whicfa thou 
^vest me J have gken them ; thirt they myy be 
cfjfi^ evenas weare one ; I in them, and tiiouin 
itie, thai they may be made perfect in on^ ; ^^ 
thdt the world may know that xhon. hast-^sent me^ 
and hast loved them a» thou hast lovedvme.? A&ep 
thus extending his prayer so as to eiiibrace the 
WQrldf Jesus dgain prays fer-bisvvdiseipte»4, as if 
his lingering soul^wasWb 4® leave theimiv' r 

The principal design we had in view, imtakfBg 
this generals survey of the pray-er of -Jesus^ re- 
corded' in ithir chapter, wa^ to compffl^e it? widi 
those prayersiw4nch bis prolessedfflainiaters, are 
so frequent. em* f4Mrvent*iri oWering to^he Father 
pfourspiite^^i^^iDttr^ia^s. - fai thi9se\pci}re{9) 
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rit tlie energy of souH M ^e-powefs of ^doquenoe., 
aQdefre&of inaaginattoo^ are emplayed to tlieir 
uUxiDst extent, not fo petition for any of those 
things embraced mthe> prayer of Jesii&, but tbat 
God isay be so mereiful «^ not to ^i^ver over 
liis: miserable, hell<:deserTi«^ ehildren, to that 
cv^ksting condemnation ivhich t}iey justly de-* 
serv« ! In. these prayers we iKscoTer a seeming 
agony of desire, to mov^ our Creator to the ex- 
ercise of compassion, by the most fearful and 
mwfuhrepresenitations of the danger his creatures 
are inv of^allbg under the vengeance of his wrath! 
£very jndHridnal of this congre'gation is now 
called on to compare all such prayers^ wbtcfa are 
so freqtxently offered in our times, with the 
prayer of our biassed Saviour^ And when this 
oomparison^sdyly made, tet the following ques^- 
lions be seriously considered :-«—l8t Why^ did 
not Jesus wpray as fhese do ? If there were any 
necessity of suerh prayers, it seems morally oer^ 
tain ttftt Jesus would have so prayed. But such 
l^rayers were neither offered by him, nor byjiis 
diflcjples. 2nd. Why do tiot diese profiweed 
ministers of Jesus pray as he did ? The true 
answer to tiua question will befound in the wide 
difference, plaudy discoverable, between the 
oateans wlRcfa Jesus telied on to bring the world 
to the- knowledge of his doctrine ; and those 
which these . lAinisters employ. The means on 
wtuch Jesm relied, by which to effect this be- 



b)§ii IHirpose, w«s the union and oneness of hts 
#i#c!ples, and of all believers, for which lie 
ptayed, as we have noticed. But the means 
t^hidi these ministeFS are exerting to prosefyte 
the world, are to frighten their hearers with the 
iBOst awful apprefaenskms of everlasting torments, / 
m the ifivisible world; and therebjr to induce 
them to raise funds to bear (heir expetises m 
frightening the rest c^ mankind ! In these nieans> 
waA m tb^ecdone, are they united ! 

We come now to consider the occasion and 
eircumstanees which were present with the Sa- 
viour, when he o^red the memo!*able prayer, 
of #luch 0ur text is a part. 

He had, for the last time, left the temple of 
Ood^ in Jerusalem. He had brought his mitf^ 
terial labours to a conclusion. Had warned the 
Jews, for the last time, of the dire calafl^ities, 
which their wickedness would bring upon them ; 
and had denounced the woes whieh arereeordekl 
in Matt, xxiik and in other. places in tHb^New 
Testament. Look, my friends, his back is 
'toward the temple ; his disciples are with him ; 
the^are descending toward the brook Cedron^ 
which they are to pass, on their wir^ to the gaN 
den of Gethsemane, when he is to be betrayed 
into the hands of -his enemies. . B^re tner 
crossed this brook, they paused ; and Jesus oi» 
fered up the: prayer, which we have been notf'- 
cing. The occasion was deeply mtefestii^ and 
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awfullj solemn. The divine ie^cher knew, what 
was before lilnin. The sufferiegs which be was 
soon to eo<kure, and the death he was to die^lay 
in open prosp^t.. He was about to leave his 
chosen, Ais beloved disciples, as sheep in the 
midst of wolves. He knew the miinerous temp- 
tations which would try their fidelity, and he was 
not ignorant of the human frailty of which th^ 
pttrtook. * Who, among tlie wise and prudent of 
this world, would have thought of establi^hiog a 
despised religiQn, and of building a church of 
permanent duration, by the use of such humble 
means ! But wbdom divine, shines here. It 
was the Father's good pleasure to give to this 
UHle fiock a kingdom. To this end their re- 
ii»ining naked^ in one, as the Father and the 
Son are one, was indispensable And for this 
the Redeemer prayed.^ 

: Why did he not apply to some literary insti- 
tution, to some theological school, and engage 
die authorities thereof to take his cause, his doc- 
trine^ and his disciples, under their care and pat- 
ronage; and to lend the influence of learning to 
the propagation and support of his reli^on? If 
for no other reason, it was quite sufficient, that 
no such school, 'or institution existed, ' in the 
world, whose authorities were not opposed to 
die doctrine and religion of Jesus. . But we feel 
no want of confidence, when we say, that sn^b 
suppc^ts are &r more elScient in aiding the ioc- 
9 
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tfines bfinen\ than in rendering a^stnnce to tite 

viisdom of G^d. ; . ' 

• There were the mitred High Prtest, and the 
whole .estate of the elders of Israel ;" why dH 
not Jesus intrust his cause, and this protection of 
his disciples to their power and influence? 'That 
"was the very power, which he knew was then 
putting forth all its energies to Vririg him to the 
cross ; and he furthermore knew tlKl^ it would 
i*emain as inimical to his disciples, and to his re- 
ligion as it then was to himself. 

Why then did he not apply to the^rownof 
Csesar, and engage the protection of the Roman 
anthority in favor of Ae cd«sfe, which lay so 
near his heart, and of his disciples, whom he sb 
^affectionately loved ? That was the authc^rity 
which he knew would deliver himself unto death, 
woidd Ijrifig his disciples to martyrdonx;dnS per- 
secute his religion throughout its empire. 

Gould he, with any more propriety, or confi- 
dence intrust the union of his disciples, and the 
success of his gospel to his disciples themsehres, 
by an appeal to their integrity ? Too T^elf di3 
he know them, to put so sacred a deposit into 
their bands. 

On earth there was no power to which he 
could, .with any confidence, confide the cause, 
for which' he had labored, and for which he was 
going to lay down his life. Btit to his Father in 
neaven, he knew he cbuld appeal, and not be 




denied. TpJiis Failiex in .heaven be prayed, 
and was heard. . ' 

If there are any, who imagine that Jesus was^ 
an impostor, we pray '1116111 lo view him in the 
situation in which he is here presented, and with 
deliberate candor, S9^y, if there be any history, 
whichgives an account of any other impostor like 
him. 

Let us' now pass under consideration the im- 
portance of the union and fellowship of the first 
disciples of Jesus, for the purpose of establishing 
the. gospel in the world, and of laying a solid 
foundaiion for his church, against which the gates 
of hell,,^or aH the power and policy of its ene- 
mies could never prevail. 

After the divine Master had left them, had 
these disciples fallen into disunion ; had their 
fellowship been quickly dissolved ; had they, in 
their strifip, endeavored to circumvent each oth- 
er ; had they disagreed anaong themselves in 
their doctrine ; had ihey broken iato sects ; the 
confusion of language at Babel would have been 
harmony in comparison with what they would 
have taught Jfo^ Christianity ! The chief coraer 
stone would have been .deserted, an(|^o super- 
structure would ever Itavp been raised. ' There 
would liave been no necessity for the ecclesiasr 
Ucal authorities of the Jews to persecute and 
waste.lh^ church ; for it would quickly have dp- 
stroyed itself. There would have Ibeen no oq- 
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casion for die pQlitical powers and ijiidiorilies iq 
raise the sword of persecution against a cause, 
which its own professed friends were engaged, 
with all the zeal of sectarian animosity, to bring 
to naught. 

This subject may be illustrated, by r^eferriog 
to the decUration of American Independence. 
After the venerable patriots, who frajmed that 
sacred instrument, had given it their names, and 
had pledged their property, their lives, and their 
sacred honor to support it ; had Aey, from what- 
ever inducement, become disunited ; liad they 
employed their mighty minds, arid all thcfir in- 
fluence and means, to frustrate each other's pur- 
poses, those armies which were sent to extin- 
guish dmt spark of liberty which was so alarming 
to tyranny, would have had nothing to do, but to 
look on, and see their wortc acconq)lished, by 
the dexterous luuids of its professed friends. 
But it is to the uniop, which these champions of 
f)olitical liberty maintained, and to the conoen^m- 
tion of their influence, means, and exertions, 
which we look as the rock, which bxoke the 
mighty waves, driven by the storm of war to in- 
gulph forever the infant republic. 

The union, the oneness of the disciples of Je- 
sus was certainly not less indispensaole to the 
establi^Kment of Christianity in the world, than 
was tlie uqiop of our politicd faCbel^, f^r the de-* 




feocjBQf OUT rights, jtfid'tbe; pernuBieace of our 
independence. * . , ^ 

The sul^t utider consideration may be fur- 
tber iUvi3trai,ed, by aa.jextension of the comjp^ri- 
son we have used. Since tlie establishment of 
our pational independence, and the due orgianizs^- 
tionpf our federal gaYernmqnt, we have witnessed 
swous political divisions* Systematically or- 
^tfiized parties have several times arisen. Par- 
ties in politics have begn loud, persevering, and 
even vehement against each other; and hav!& 
strongly mgiintained widely different opinions 
concerning men and measures. But do these di- 
visions endanger our independence, or our na- 
tional existence ? We trust not. But why ? 
Because the foundation remains firm and immov- 
able ; and all parties look to it, and refer to^ it J 
and all parties will defend it. The spirit of union 
still lives, and we trust it will live, until the prin- 
cijjles it has supported in our happy country shall 
universally prevail, to the destruction of tyranny, 
and the liberation of the human race. 

Notwithstanding the seeming opposition of po- 
litical parties, now existing, in our republic, 
should a design be formed by a foreign power 
to wrest the boon of liberty from us, and subject 
us to arbitrary power ; should the fleets of such 
an enemy appear in our waters, and his' armies 
at^nipt to land on our shores^, we should soon 
see tfad American standard unfurled, and all 

9* 
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6yes dtrected to the E Phifibus Unura, — signili* 
cant of a united people. 

Like v<rbat we have noticed in otrr national 
concerns, we learn, by histot^, that after the 
apostolic age of the ohurch, various and conflict- 
ing doctrines were introduced ; divers sects 
arose ; sectional interests obtained their respect* 
ive votaries, and much contention rent asunder 
those who ought to have strove for th6 unity of 
the spirit, in the bonds of peace. And the pres- 
ent condition of the great christian community 
presents an aspect which indicates very little of 
that sacred union, in which the Saviour prayed 
that his disciples might be kept. But is Chris- 
tianity in danger of being overthrown,, by these 
divisions ? We trust not. Why ? Because tlie 
foundation remains ; and we believe it will re- 
main forever. All sects and denominations of 
christians look to it ; all refer to it ; and all will 
endeavor to support it. Whoever attempts to 
demolish Christianity, or to remove the foun- 
datioa thereof; let his philosophy be ever so 
subtle ; his reasoning ever so plausible ; or his 
attacks ever so bold and daring 5 will be met 
directly, on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ being the chief corner 
stone. 

We may now direct our inquiries to an inves- 
tigation of the means, by which Jesus prayed 
his disciples might be k^pt united ; *' Holy Fa- 



^r, keep througb tbioe otni BMiie,t dniee thou 
hast given roe, that diey may be cme^ as we are.'* 
It was the vamc 6[ the Father, through) or bj 
which Jesus prayed that bis diacijples might have 
their union iiiaintamed. It b evident that Jesus, 
meant the iSame by namty as be did by wn^.- 
See verse #th of the chapter in whidi oar text st ' 
recorded: '^I htve manifested fhy name unto 
the men wUchtbou gavesl tne out of the world ; 
thine they were, and thou gavest them me ; and 
they have kept thy icorrf.*' Verse 8tb — * For I 
have given unto them the Words which thou 

favest me ; and they have received them.' 
crse 12th — •* While I was with them in the 
world I kept them in thy name.^ Vprse 14th-^— 
* I have given them thy word.* ^^erse 26ih — - 
< I have decllifcd unto them thy name.'. To 
take up time in proving that, by the name of bis 
Father, Jesus meant the doctrine viHhich he was 
sent to preach, seems quite unnecessary^ as it is 
presumed no one doubts it. 

We now find a subject before u; of immense 
moment ; a subject concerning which many con-* 
troversies have been carried on m the clyu'ch, 
for ages, employing all tlie talent and learning, 
which the scltools. could bring to the c€»)test. 
Numerous creeds have been drawn up by coun* 
cils, venerable, in the world's estimation, for 
their profound learning, deep study, and great 
piety. These wise productions havo widely 
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It ne^e^a|*y lo vvrile Arolummously, to (^xptetiji 
them to tiie common-people V.but the common 



people can no better understand thes^i explana- 
tions, than tn^y can, the contradicTOijs to the 
creeds themselves. 
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* We certainly owe it to our subject as w^ll as 
to ourselves, to ask, wJiy these numero^^ ^nd. 
conflicting and coiitradictory creeds, have been 
written. Was it to make di viae, truth pjain^r 
than It is as eivpressed in the; words vvbieh the 
Father ^ave to the Son, arid , which the 3on 
gave to his disciples ? If tlie creed^ whi^]^ mep 
nave written, Tiiake the doctrine of tU^ Savigifl- 
no plainer^ no easier to be, understood, t^n do 
the words of Jesus,* there SQcms to Be i\o need 
of their havina; been written at all. 

It is a fact, which pught to be ^enp^usly re-^ 
gardedj th^t.the ex5ij|ppJ^,o| writing, creeds )¥as 
never set by Jesus or his aipogtles. Yet, no au- 
thor ever exju'ess^d a single tenet more, plainly, 
than he expressed all which is negessary for u& 
to believe, ,t>q we^dps}i;e to know, the disppa- 
tiftn of ouif heaveply FHher 'tQwards us; and 
our duty to eacli otl^Qr ? And ■do we desire to 
understand the i:eal diflorence between what the 
wisdom of God teac^ies oiithese iniiwrtant points, 



Ik. BALLOV'S iCRMON. ItB 

and that which is tanght bj man's imperfect wi^- 
dotn ? All this we hav6 in the following wqfis : 
^' Ye have heard that it hath be^i said, thou shak 
knre thjr nefghbbr, and hate thine enemy : but I 
say unto you, love your enemies; bless thetii 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them mat despitefully use you, and 
persecute^yoii ; that ye inay be the children of 
your f^athi^ which is in heaven : for he maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil, and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
For if ye love them that love you, what reward 
have ye ? do not even the punlicans the same f 
And if ye salute your brefmen only, what do ye 
more more than these ? do not even the publi- 
cans so ? Be ye, therefore, perfect, even aa 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect.' 

If Jesus had intended to express the univer- 
5%\ love of God to mankind, and the impartial 
operations of that love, how could he have ex- 
pressed it more plainly, than he did in the pas-* 
sage just quoted i And who can doubt, for one 
moment, that it was the puipose of the divine 
teacher to enforce tbetluty Oiour lovine allitien, 
and of doing good to all, m imitation of the con- 
duct of our heavenly Father? Let us further 
ask; if Jesus had beeri as careful to guard his 
bearers against the doctrine of God's universal, 
impartial gckodness, as our clergy now are, could 
be have fht^ u$# of more dangerous compari- 
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1)reaK>her ever made use of tbes^ }o deipoiisti-at^ 
lis .doctrine of p^rtW salvation ? 
, But it m»y be «tsked if Jesus did* not teach 
tjie doctriDe of ibe resurrecton of tlie liumaa 
race^ asd tl>& nature of man's constitution in tlie 
future state f He »ure2j did« And 911 dUs subr 
ject he was as plain and unequivo^ as be was 
ontliose poinds we have just noticed*. To tbei 
Sadduce^, who endeavored to perplex the sub^ 
ject of the resurrection, . with a question, whicii 
tjiey applied acpording to.their views erf aualogyy 
Jesu3 replied ; 'Ye do err, not knowing; /the 
Scriptures, nor the |K>wer of, God. For in tbr 
resurrection they neither marry nor are given ip 
marriage ; but areas the angels of God inheav-^ 
en.' This is the substance of all that Jesus 
taught, concerning the resurrection, and map's 
future state. The iK;>sitive certainty of the res^ 
nrrection God! confii^med, in that he raised up 
Jfesus from the dead. 

It is quite evident,' tliat \i the 4iscigles of Je- 
sus cpntinued steadfast in the belief of God's 
universal, in^p^vMfif'iavor towards all men \ and 
in the belief tlmt ^ God had raised their mastei^, 
and leader from the dead'i they .were kept t^rougk 
the name ov doetryie of God, and were* one, as 
Jesus prayed* B«^ had rthgse disQiptes lost tUeJc 
confidence in either. of tliose points of faith, they 
would have di^Qi^titHM^^' : t|tf3Ur di^vpleship at 



the sawfi^ liiTm. Whenever itien telieve Aat 
^iir Father io heavei docs tidt love afl Mftt, 
they wili sh6w \hek ftiHh by*their works j th^ 
wift becotne haterul and hating due atiotheiS 
And it is morally certain that » the diseiplei 
had not continued confident of the tHith of th^ 
4resurrecti6n, they would not have cooitriu^d. t6 
preach it, ' tit the constant hazard df their iites. 
Thus much it seemed proper to say on the 
subject of die doctrine of Jesus ; but we have 
no occasion to eulai;ge upon it. In ihe discour- 
ses, delivered on this occasion, extensive and 
critical examinations have been abfy and sue*- 
cessfuliy employed, to ehicidate th^ truth as it 
is in Jesus. But befdre we taike leave of thb 
tifepartrnent of our subject, wd must b^indtilg^ 
in noticing an objection, wbifch our brethrep, 
who oppose the ifcctrine of ^niVersdf, itilipartilil 
goodness, coiistantlyr reitefafte in- ^«r" ears. 
TJiis objection cbntehds nbat the doctrine we 
preach, as it boldly efpiid atate cf' everlasting t6f- 
ment, iti tb^fuftire worldflis im^ "teft'dr enough 
In* it to prevent p^^e frim Iftdblgfcg in stft ^ 
andaa iVtea<^lii!l^%hat4lt tlie fttml^h^^^ will 
eventaalty, by tltfe !kvri#'M fe*d /lone;- be rcr 
ceived to thb'(Elverlast|!f^^|i^joyrlf^ts of mimof* 
ti^ty ; it 4oesf ikJt Qfl5» a%uffld^M rew?urd to hi- 
duc^ the heart to-tbe ^!*eJ^selQiflovy to Gtea 
and to ourvfelbw afeattlrres; :If we havfe stated 
this objection in different tvords frofti those the 
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pli^tor wctttld use, we fee) confideat tiiat noth- 
ing inore Is embraced in the form, in which we 
have stated It, than be int^ids by the objectioo. 
In order to pajr a suitable aod proper attemicm le 
the objection now befoce w it may be necessary 
to be a little more familiar with our reverend ana 
pious objector, and wil{t liis usnaJi -manner of 
treating these things^ than is ah6gether agreeable 
to ourselves. And we.are'not without oflrfear^ 
tliat so^e Q0ence may, unintentionally, be occa- 
sipioed. We will, however, proceed, and sup- 
pose a single case, in order to keep ourthougms 
from, diverging from the ^bject. And that ouf 
selection may be. respectable, and sufficiently 
eommandii^,,we will cbopse a pions, learnt 
Doctor ofPivinityv Hiis is our object. ^His 
objection me have just stated^ Now we are not 
atKMit 10 engage in any dlspi^ wiib this venera- 
ble oppoBer ; we are going to put him to test the 
strict proprie^ and weight of. hi3 objection to 
Ibe final salvation of aU iiieii. . , 

This revfrea^ dkrtne ba^ what the worlj 
calb, an exceBent wifii* Such b her c^racter 
as a wife, a RMMher^^a friend and n^i^ibor^ that 
she ia.h^Uy ao^ justfy eeteemed by all who 
know her. But, m the epmon of her reverend 
husband, she ie ijaher nelive^rainluly unconverted 
state. By some means, eoncemtng which we 
have not now time ,to inquiis, she does not be- 
lieve the creed of her husband* JBeingbenevo^ 
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lent and kind herself, she does not believe that 
her Creator will finally prove to be unmerciful 
to any. The awful hell, which her husband 
holds up to his hearers, for the purpose of indu- 
cing them to become pious, she is inclined to dis- 
believe.^ She loves and adores her God for his 
gopdness ; but has no fear of hell. Her hus- 
band endeavors to dissuade her from her dan- 
gerous errors ; warns her to flee from die divine 
vengeance, and seek religion ; tells her she is in 
danger, every moment, of falling into the bottom- 
less pit of hopeless ruin ; prays God to regene- 
rate his poor, ungodly wife, and snatch her as. a 
brand from the burning. But aU his entreaties, 
persuasions, threatenings and prayers avail noth- 
ing. They thus live on together, through this 
brief moment of mortal existence, and slide into 
the house appointed for all who live. 

The next scene that opens, according to our 
objector's doctrine, presents uS with this man 
and his wife at the bar of God, in the day of 
judgment. According to our objector's doctrine, 
and according to his objection against universal 
salvation, what does he now expect ? Certainly 
he expects to be received into heaven and ever- 
lasting bliss ; and to see his beloved wife, the 
mother of his darling children, and whom he so 
faithfully warned, and for whom he so earnestly 
prayed, depart into everlasting darkness, and 
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misery never, ending ! Here let us pause for a 
moment, arid Suppose that the Judge of all the 
earth is pleased to condespend K> converse with 
thisgdOQ man, as he did with Abraham of old. 
The-Judge asks our objector if- he believes that 
hrs wife is to be sent away into endless torments? 
He answers in the/ affirmative, with firmness. 
The Judge informs him that his mercy will not 
(Consent to make the work of his own hands for- 
ever miserable. Our objector grows uneasy, 
and asks if divine justice does not require her 
eternal ruin ? He is informed that there is no 
unmerciful justice in heaven ; and that it best 
suits the goodness of the Creator, to receive 
them both to the enjoyments of everlasting life. 
Our objector now expostulates against such clem- 
ency. He urges that there is injustice in such 
proceedings ; and that he is not dealt with ac- 
cording to his creed. He says that for many 
years of his life, in the mortal state, he lived pi- 
ously for fear of eternal damnation ; and that he 
also loved God and all mankind, expecting to be 
rewarded therefor with eternal bHss ; that he 
loved his ungodly- wife and treated her kindly for 
fear of hell ; and that he prayed for her salvation 
in expectation of an adequate recompense ; but, 
says he, if I had -known all this I never would 
have been pious a single day ; I. would not have 
loved God nor my fellow men ; no, nor would I 
have treated my wife with kindness, or ever of- 
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fered a single prayer for her salvatioir. And 
now, if there be any convenient place for me, I 
will retire from such society. ^ 

My respected auditors, surely ihe^lemnity 
otthis subject cannot possibly induce a smile. 
No : You did not smile at ihe subject ; but at 
the ridiculous folly of the objedtion. And now, 
ray kind hearers, let me earnestly request you to 
keep in yxyur minds the objection we have just 
brought before you ; and whenever you hear 
those who make pretensions to piety and reli- 
gion,, bring this objection against the doctrine of 
universal goodness and mercy, carry them, in 
your minds, to the bar of God, and leave them 
there to murmur at the goodness of God. 

We need to say but little pn the nature of tlie 
oneness, or union, in which Jesus prayed that 
his disciples mi^t be kept, as it is cleaily de- 
fined in the petition. It is such a oneness, as 
exists between the Father and. his Son Jesus. 
We should egregiously miss our way, should we 
wander, into the winding and perplexing laby- 
rinths of what has been called the union of the 
holy trinity, in order to become acquainted with 
the 4jnion which subsisted among the blessed 
Apostles. In the prayer where our text is found, 
Jesus says to the Father, ^ As thou hast sent me 
into the world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world.' The Father, sent the Son to 
b« the Saviour of the world. The Son says. 
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^ I came dovm from heaven, not to da mine own 
will, but the wilj of him who sent nnie.' Ber 
tween the^ather apd the Son there is manifest^ 
ed a unicu^of will and of purpose ; a union. of ef- 
fort and ^rseverance. This i? the union in 
which the disciples of Jesus were kept, and by 
which they were enabled to follow iherfootsieps 
of their divine Master, and to establish his cause 
in the world, on a foundation which will never 
be removed. . , 

In bringing our subject and. labors to a conclu- 
sion, my brethren, who are united in the faith of 
our heavenly Father's impartial salvation, and 
especially you, my brethren in the ministry of 
this abundajit grace, will indulge your speaker in 
calling your most serious attention to the impor- 
tance of maintaining, among ourselves, that union 
and fellowship, which alone can make us the 
happy instruments of extending the influence of 
the gospel in our times, and by our exertions- 
That we may be suitably, and effectually incited 
to this paramount duty, let us alwaysr keep in 
mind this petition of our divine Master, which 
we have had under consideration. Xet us jat all 
times direct our thoughts to him who §o ar- 
dently prayed that his disciples miglit remain 
united, by the power of that holy doctrine w.hich 
he had delivered to thiem, as chosen witnesses ; 
for them to promulgate to the world ; and for 
the establishment of which, both he and they di- 
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reeled all their exertions, and devoted themselves 
to shameful mockings, and persecutions, and 
^ven unto death. 

Our religious opposers would greatly rejoice, 
and would be much encouraged, could they see 
us arrayed in opposition against ^ach other. 
Btit while we remain united, and stand fast in 
the name of the Lord^ one will be able to chase 
a thousand, and two will put ten thousand to 
flight. Surely we have enemies enoush to con- 
tend with. Let the banner of our faith be dis- 
played ; let our E Pluribus Unum, be kept in 
constant view, and show to the world that We 
are one. 

Did your brother, who now addresses you, 
know tnat this would be the last opportunity al- 
lowed him to give you advice, and surely he 
knows not the contrary, there is nothing, to 
which he could call your attention, which is of 
greater moment, than the keeping of the unity of 
the Spirit, in the bonds of peace. Whatever 
sacrifice individuals may find it necessary to 
make, for the preservation' of union and harmo- 
ny in the circle of brethren, let it be made, 
should it take the last shilling from the brother 
of the humblest circumstances, or from himof 
the largest income. What is all the world, my 
brethren, without the spirit of union and broth- 
erly love, which gives it all its value ? 
10* 
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Let US dll unite, my brethren, in lifting up our 
hearts to our heavenly Father, as Jesus drd, and 
pray that through his name we may remain one* 
Amen. 
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BY CLEMENT F. LEFEVRE. 



Hebrews xii. 1, 2. Wherefore seeiog we also ar« 
tompassed about with' so great a cloud of witnesses, let ui 
lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily 
beset as, and let us ran with patience the rac& that is set 
before ns : Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
our faith : who for tb^. joy, that was set before him, en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the ri^ht hand of the thrpne of God. " 

The Apostle in the previous chapter had been 
introducing a list of worthies, whom the opera- 
tive principle pf a genuine and living faith, had 
armed with power, of a character almost super- 
human. The sufferings jDf these martyrs in the 
cause of truth, are, almost unparalleled in his- 
tory, and can only be equalled by that greatness 
of soul and fidelity of purpose by which they were 
sustained. What a lively picture of intense per- 
secution does the aposde spread before our eyes ! 
'' They had trials of cruel mpckings and scourg- 
ingS) yea, moreover of bonds '^d imprisonments; 
they were Stoned, they wjere s%wn asunder, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword, they wan- 
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dered about in sbeep-skins and ^oat^skins ; be* 
ing destitute, afflicted, tormented, (of whom the 
world was not worthy) they wandered in deserts 
and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth." But how insufficient were these san- 
guinary measures to arrest the progress of divine 
truth ! How puny and feeble does ihat arm ap- 
pear which raises itself against Him, \vho ^^ holds 
the winds in his fist and weighs out the moun- 
tains in his balance." The very means which 
the persecutor uses to extinguish the rising flame, 
controlled by Him, who does all things after the 
counsel of his own will, only makes, it burn the 
brighter. Hence we read that these faithful ser- 
vants *' subdued kingdoms, wrought righteous- 
ness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of 
lions : quenched (he violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens." 

How excellent, how powerful is a living faith! 
how invincible is that soul, which is imbued with 
it ! It sinks under no sufferings^ — it yields to 
no temptations — it bends to no circumstances — 
force cannot subdue it — flattery cannot circum- 
vent it — the storms of adversity beat upon it and 
rt remains uninjured — 'the sunshine of prosperity 
surrounds it with its glittering pageantr3r and it 
remains incorrupt — -its eye cannot be diverted 
from die bright work on whichitis fix^d— its 
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thoughts -oimnot^e beguiled, from the tsause in 
which it is engaged — ^its hand cannot be restrain- 
ed frorp labor in the work — ^it^ success is com- 
mensurate with its steady purpose— the universe 
of mind confesses its sway — the vatlies of hu- 
man degradation are exalted by the excellency 
of i:ts obJQctr — the mountains of pride and ambi- 
tion are removed or prostrated, and it efects its 
towering monument of true glory on the wreck 
of persecution, ignorance, cruelly and error. 

The aposile having thus introduced us to the- 
martypsin the cause of truth, arid having shown 
that the sincerity of their faith &nd fidelity to their 
purpose, were the great moving principles of 
thejr actions, proceeds to recommend their ex- 
ample to hi« beloved brethren, as worthy of 
their devoutesL imitation. "Wherefore, seeing 
we also are cdnipassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin that doth so easily beset us^ and let 
us_rua with patience the race that is set before 
us." .An evident allus^ion is here made to the 
Olympic games, and the exertions which the dis* 
ciples of Christ were to make, and the cause in 
which they were embarked, was aptly figured 
forth by the intense endeavors which the " Ago- 
nistee" or contenders in the foot-race made, to 
reach, the destined goal. They are repre^^ented 
as being animated in their undertaking from the 
consideration that the eyes of the^prindpal men 
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of the country^ and a crowd of spectators Were 
fixed upon them y and by this they were induced 
to m^ke the most extraordinary effi)rts. Before 
entering on this raceV they would lay aside every 
weight that might impede them in their progress, 
and with ■ patience and perseveranciB diligently 
pursue their course. Such was the image which 
the apostle had in view ; and. how jforcrble) ap- 
propriate, and instructive was the selection ! If 
we call to mind the period in which this senti- 
ment was penned, we 6annot but be struck with 
the fitness of its application. A~ few dauntless 
and intrepid souls had entered upon a ministry, 
against which were combined the wealth, the 

Eower, and the learning of the world. They 
ad not merely tawrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against dominions and powers, and spiritual 
wickedness in high places. They had to con^ 
tend with deep rooted prmudices, long-cherished 
opinion!^ and the arm of civil power. As Re- 
formers ihey were sure to experience contumely 
and reproach — as innovators^ they would come 
ijd contact with the bigotry of the ignorant, and 
the intolerance of the interested. How neces- 
sary was it, then, that in imitation of the antago- 
nists in the race, they should lay aside every 
weight, divest themselves of every incumbrance, 
that weahh or interest, power or popularity might 
lay in their way, and with a single eye, a firm 
step, and an unwavering mind j patiently and per- 
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severingly pursue that course which VKOuld lead 
lo true glory, There is an expression here in- 
troduced by the apostle, which demands a pass- 
ing notice, namely — ^^'the sin. which doth so ea- 
sily beset us." There is in every man some 
prevailing passion against which he has to con- 
tend with especial diligence. It is one that ea- 
sily or readily besets him, and would entice him 
from that path wnich duty has prescribed as the 
direct line of conduct. It is only necessary for 
a man to examine himself to find out the truth of 
this remark. Some are diverted from the path 
which judgment dictates, by sloth ; some lose 
sight of the object by being blinded with pas- 
sion ; some ha\'e ruined the best cause, by inde- 
cision of conduct ; intemperance, and " zeal 
withgut knowledge" ha§ buried truth forages; 
but whatever the prevailing passion may be, that 
is hostile to the cause, must be sacrificed. The 
besetting sin, whether it be constitutional or ha- 
bitual^ must be overcome, and all the energies of 
the soul, the talents of the mind, the powers of 
the body, be devoted to the great cause in which 
it is engaged. If we should experience any dif- 
ficulty in asciertaining wh^ our *' weak spot" 
lies, let us consult either an honest friend, or an 
avowed enemy, and we shall not long remain in 
the dark, for although men are sometimes at a 
loss to sec their own failings, they never find any 
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difficulty in discovering those of iheirneighbor^s. 
The language, then, of the aposde might very 
properly thus be paraphrased- ''Wherefore, 
seeing the miracles which have been wcought by 
faith in the mind, and fidelity in the execution, 
and being surrounded by such a host of witness- 
es, who have travelled the same path of glory, 
let us, in imitation of them, lay aside every thing 
that may divert us from our purpose, and subdu- 
ing every propensity, especially that to which 
we are naturally or habitually addicted, let us 
pursue the course of our ministry with patience, 
perseverance, fidelity and fortitude." 

As if the apostle bad not sufficiently stirred up 
.the minds of those to whom he addressed him- 
self, to prosecute the work of righteousness and 
truth, he directs their ey e to that great Examplar, 
whose presence might act as ipspiration, and 
whose conduct afforded a perfect pattern (or all 
that is glorious and excellent. " Looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who, 
for the joy that was set before him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame and is set down at ihe 
right hand of the throne of God. " This allusion 
was most happy %id significant. The word 
which is here rendered author^ signifies in the 
original language, captain; or leader. Thus 
were the minds oi these Hebrew christians led 
at once to contemplate the character of the great 
*' captain of our salvation." He was the author, 
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the founder of this glorious systiem. in which we 
rejoice ; and true to the cause, true to the har- 
dy band of followers, wha wiere' engaged with 
him, he valiantly opposed the* error and cruelty 
that were in the world, died in the great work of 
mental emancipation, and jeft the astonished 
multitude to ej^claim — tliis was indeed the very 
Christ — the Saviour of the \yorId. 

The ' particular reference which iKe apostle 
makes to the object wl^ich Christ had in view, 
^nd which he notices linder the expression of 
*' the joy whicli was set before him," will very 
naturally lead us to inquire what was the joy of 
Christ ? In answer to this the Scripture fur- 
nishes us with a most satisfactory; reply. The 
joy of Christ was to do the will of his heavenly 
Father-^u was his meat and drink ; " in the vol- 
ume of the book it is written of me, I delight to 
do "thy will, O my God, yea thy law is within 
my heart." Whatever, then, might be the will 
of God, that will was the joy that was set before 
Christ. This then provokes the enquiry, what 
was the will of God in the advent of the Re- 
deemer ? Was it a partial display of goodness, 
or one of a universal character ? We do not 
h'ere inquire' what will be the result ; we leave 
that for future consideration ; but the question to 
which our mquirieg^ Jqnd, is simply this : was 
\he design 6t God j|. pending his Spn into the 
world, to extend hi3 j^deeming mercies to aW, 

11 
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or only to a select number ? We think there 
can be no difficulty in answering this question. 
Shall we consult the promises ? Then shall we 
find that in Christ*, the seed* of Abriaham, air the 
families of the earth should be blessed. ShaH 
we look to the prophecies ? behold they are 
equally explicit. ^' He ishall finish transgressions, 
make an end of sin, and bring in an everlasting 
righteousness . " " The voice of him that crieth 
in the wildefrness. Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the clesert a highWay^for 
our God. Every valley shall be Exalted, and 
«very mountain and hill shall be brought low, 
and the crooked ways shall be made straight, and 
the rough places plain, and the glory, of the Lord 
shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it togeth- 
er, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.'' 
If we have any unfaithful doubts, any unbeliev- 
ing fears, let us apply to the Prince of peace 
himself. " This is the will of him that sent me, 
that of all that he hath given me, I should lose 
nothing, but raise it up at the last day.'' Should 
it be asked how much God had given to Christ, 
the answer is, "he gave him power over all 
flesh, because he was the son of man." Shall 
we consult the apostles and find a different will 
manifested on the part of God ? No. The 
author of our text could ojfer up his devotions in 
faith for all mankind^ ai{^]^^lieve that his prayer 
was congenial to the d&ign of Him, " who Will 
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ve all men to be saved and come to the 
lowledge of his triiih." As far, then, as the 
uncil of the Deity is concerned, it is in favor 
universal salvation ; the only difficulty which 
mains to solve^ is whether this will, will be ac- 
mplished ; and this will lead us to consider 
other particular mentioned in the text, that we 
ould look unto Jesns, not only "as the auihor, 
t the finisher or perfecter of oiir faith. We 
mark in the first place, that if the will of God 
not accomplished, then his purposes or design 
the redemption of man, must be frustrated. 
It this is absolutely impossible from the nature 
the Deity himself. A God who wills the sal- 
lion of his creatnres, but cannot accomplish 
; desire, is a very weak God. We admire 
benevolence, but we pity his infirmity. We 
id that " they have no sense or knowledge, 
lo pray to a God that cannot save." And 
:h seems to be precisely the character of this 
3d-natured, but weak Being. Let us be care- 
not to join such senseless worshippers. Let 
! God whom we adore, be at least, one that is 
inite in his attributes — a being who' has devi- 
1 the best possible plan that infinite wisdom 
jld suggest, that infinite power could accom- 
jh, and that infinite love can dictate, 
[f, again, this will of the Deity is not accom- 
>hed, then will Christ also be ^^pointed in 
object. He came to do the \^flR)f big heav- 
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enly Father — that wai? hi^ joy that was set be- 
fore him — that was his delight. If, then, in- 
stead of redeeming a world, the G«reat Captain of 
otir Salvation should ultimately deliver only a 
few captives, and the' arch enemy should rob 
him of the spoils — and while ChriSkt has his thou- 
sands, the enerpy should have liis tens of thou- 
sands, how coold he ever " see of the travail of 
his soul and he satisfied ?" Who would be the 
conqueror ? Surely there can be no difficulty in 
answering this question. But we believe that 
the will of God will be accomplished, because 
there is nothing that can resist it. We cannot be- 
lieve that man possesses a power that defies Om- 
nipotence. We have not so far involved our- 
selves in the mazes of heathen mythology, as to 
believe that a successful war can be waged with 
heaven. We believe not, that God has given 
his Creatures a power that must be destructive 
of his own purposes, and^hatlike the fabled giants 
of old, but with more sucq^ess, men can shake 
the firm throne of the Eternal himself — and hurl 
back at Omnipotence his own red thunderbolts. 
No — we are forced to adopt the conclusibn, that 
whatever the will, of God may be towards his 
creatures, whether that he shall blot them from 
the map of existence, and leave them in an eter- 
nal night — or whether he shall raise them up to 
linger in -a ^l^e of unending torment — or what 
appears to iwWiost consistent with his goodness. 
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—most Godlike in him, while it is most con- 
solatory to man, that he will make them the ever- 
lasting monuraems of his goodness* Whatever 
the destiny of man may be^ it will be precisely 
that, which the Eternal God intended that it 
should beT— it will be in iinison with his will, his 
purpose and his design. • 

Again, we believe that the will of God towards 
the human race is of the most gracious character. 
That God has ever had towards his dependent 
offspring all those feelings of affection and love 
ihat characterize the best and most tender of 
parents. When then Christ appeared among 
men, he was but the image of his Father's own 
adorable perfections, manifesting in d life of ten- 
deme^, mercy, compassion and forgiveness^- 
ihat very disposition which God entertains to- 
wards his frail children. Christ was but the re- 
flex lustre of his Father's perfections, manifested 
for our better acquaintance, in the flesh, that he 
might be our elder brother. 

To make known these/great and consoling 

truths — to hold up the character of the Father of 

the spirits of all flesh in its true light — to make 

known his Avill towards the children of men — that 

was his mission — it was the mission of love to a 

foolish an4 blind world — -this was the joy that was 

set before him — ^for this, he endured the cross 

and despfsed the ^hiin^e. Yes ; and though he 

was well aware that in order to effect our rescuo 
11* 
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from darkness and delusion, he must- quit the 
bosom of the Father, and unite his pure spirit 
to pur sinful flesh — though he knew that for the 
spngs of angels and the joys of heaven, he wouW 
meet with the contradictions of sinners, and the 
assaults of hell^-though gifted with prophetic 
visionjhe saw from the height above, every step 
that he should have to travel in the earth below ; 
though he saw the principalities and powers of 
darkness ready to dispute with hir^i every inch 
of the territory that they had usurped; though, to 
use the lofty language of the prophet Isaiah, he 
saw that the battle would be '' with confused noise 
and garments rolled in blood"— ^the prospect of 
all these sufferings could not for a moment divert 
hhn from his purpose of bringing the prisoners 
put of the pit. Impelled by love, strong as death 
—love which many waters could not quench 
neither could the floodsv drown^ove which 
passeth knowledge, be said, lo, I come-r-neither 
turned he away back, but taking put of our hands 
the cup of-trerablipg, even the dregs of the cup 
,of fury, he suffered it not, titter and deadly as it 
was, to pass fronx him, till having drunk the last^ 
drop, he could exclaimi It is finished.- ^ 

In view of this exalted and sublime character 
of Christ, weil might the aposde direct the atten- 
tion of the brethren to this ^'author and finisher 
of his faith"— rweli might tie l^y before them the 
brilliant path of glory which he trod,' in the office 
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of his ministry— well might he propeseliis ex- 
ample as worthy of their devoted imitatioti, and 
while they should experience the huffetings of 
fortune—- while the treachery of friends or the 
malice 6f enemies, should shakq their purpose — 
they might ^'consider him th^t endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest they 
should be wearied and faint* in their minds." 
Perhaps no followers of Christ were more per- 
secuted and labored more abundantly than the 
eminent author of our text. He experienced all 
the malice that a partialist church could inflict, 
because he preached a " God who was the Sa- 
viour of all men." But while he was laboring 
in the cause of impartial grace, while he was de- 
claring to the family of mankind the unsearcha- 
ble riches of Christ, he found that whentiis la- 
bors abounded, his consolations did much more 
abound. The glorious theme of a world's re- 
demption^ inspired his tongue, and nerved his 
arm for the conflict. Hte arrayed himself in the 
panoply of heaven. '' His loins' were girt about 
with the girdle of truth ; his breast Was secured 
by the breastplate of righteousness^ His feet 
were shod with the preparation of the gosiiel of 
peace — on his arm he took the shield of ttutb-^ 
nis head was adorned with the helmet of salva* 
tton, while he held in his band, the sword of the 
Spirit, die word of the living God." Thus ac* 
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coutered with weapons trycd in the furnace of 
divine love, he was more than conqueror through 
him that loved usv He destroyed his enemies- — 
even as God will destroy his enemies-^by mak- 
ing them his friends-^by removing the dark 
clouds in which ignorance and error have involved 
them, and pouring the light of divine truth in 
their benighted minds. May every servant of 
our Master thus go ariUed to the combat, for 
thus alone may he hope for 8ucce3s in turning 
men from the power of satan to the power qi 
God. 

The application of our subject is fuH of in-' 
struction. We believe that we are preaching the 
same doctrine as our blessed Master and his 
faithful apostles. Of one thing we are certain^ 
that vm experience the same reproach and per* 
secution. There is scarcely an epithet of op- 

Erobnum which is applied to us, that nas 9ot been 
estowed en Him, who is the author and finisher 
of our faith. Are we called blasphemer^ ?. So 
was he. Are we accused of being the friends 
of publicans and sinners ? So was ne.. Are we 
spoken of as emissaries of the prinqe of dark- 
ness ? Behold he was accused oi being in league 
with Beelzebub. Do we advocate the cause of 
tolerance and liberty of conscience, against the 
various schemes which sbvarice has invented to 
impose upon the. world .-^ Then like our Master 
we are accused of being gluttons and wine bib- 
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bers and gabbatb-breakers. Do we both labor 
and suffer reproach ? Then it is, becag^e, like 
faithful Paul, " we trust in the living God, who 
is the Saviour of alK men."' Brethren, since 
such is the case, let us arm ourselves w'lih %he 
same mind which was also in Christ Jesus. Re- 
nftember, " if a man have not fbe spirit of Christ, 
he is none pf his.". Let us return good for evil, 
not railing for railing, but coritraiywise blessing. 
And this We can do, wfthout any compromise of 
dirty. It does hot require that we should wink 
at error or withhold truth. No — our duty rs to 
declare the whole counsel of God. Error can 
never be made more odious than it is in itself ; 
and we fear that much injury has been done to 
the world from an unwillingness to strip off her 
meretricious ornaments and produce her in her 
naked deformity. But while we thus deal with 
error, let us spare the errorist. It is bad enough 
to be deceived by liesj without being abused for 
our credulity. When we see the world at large, 
blinded wifh a false theology — dreading the ven- 
geance 6f an angry God — their happiest moments 
clouded by the fictitious terror of a future state, 
they are objects, of our sihcerest pity. The 
slaX'^e tied to the galley for life, or the prisoner 
that drags about the ruthless chain^ is rtotso 
worthy of our commiseration. ^^'•The iron that 
enters the sOuP' cuts the deepest-^the chctinthat 
is on the mind is the most intolerable. 
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In the promulgation of the doctrineof the gos- 
pel, we. hav^ the same encouragement as the 
apostle. " We are compassed about with a cloud 
of witnesses." Surely, my t^ethren, we have 
mtith to encourage here. How few years i» it, 
since the pilgrim Murray unfurled the banner of 
universal salvation and sounded the gospel trum- 
pet. Around that broad banner, how many thou- 
sands of noble souls have now assembled — how 
has that sound from the trumpet gone through 
the continent and borne on the wings of the 
wind echoed and re-echoed, tiU every hamlet 
has heard the glad tidings of salvation . I cannot 
cast my eye over this assembled multitude — I 
cannot see the east and west — ihe north and 
south, pouring in their heralds of the cross — I 
cannot recal the history of the past,' when two or 
three undaunted souls breasted the storm alone-— 
and see what I now see, and hear what I now 
hear, atid not exclafhi. Blessed be God — ''we 
are compassed about with a cloud of witnesses." 
The very thought is inspiration, and we could 
almost say, like the good old Simeon when he 
took the new-born Messiah in his arms, " Loi*d, 
now letitest thou thy servant -depart in peace, for 
mine eyes have seen thy salvaiion." 

Let us improve, our subject by following the 
apostolic injunction— whatever may be the 
weights, which oppresses this holy cause — what- 
ever may be the besetting sin — ^let us lay it aside. 



C. p. LlfiPEVRE^S SERMON. ISt 

While a world's redemption is the theme of our 
teaching, let union and brotherly love be the oV- 
naments of our lives. All minor points should 
be forgotten. Whether Ghrist is a merely hu- 
man or a super-angelic being— -whether punish- 
ment ceases with extinction of life in that body 
in which sift was committed ; or wheth^ the 
spirit suffer a state of disciplinary punishment, 
and like the fabled shades of the poet, wanders 
for a hundred years on the dark shores of the 
Stygian lake — ^because its propitiatory sacrifice 
was not offered, and the penitential tear had not 
washed away the 7ast damning sin — ^whether 
man possesses an immortal squI, or whether the 
next state is dependent entirely on the resurrec- 
tion — ^these are subjects on which universalists 
may differ, and perhaps always will differ, but 
which should not occasion division in their ranks. 
I do not wish to be understood as saying these 
subjects should not be canvassed. So far from 
this, they should be examined with all attentito 
and candour, that we may learn all the light on 
the subject that we .can. But while we are en- 
gaged m these inquiries, let us remember, that 
they are secondary to the great truths in which 
we are all agreed — that the government of the 
Dei^ is truly paternal— that religion and virtue 
carry a present reward in their bosom, and vice 
carries its sting with it— in other, words, that duty 
is the road to happiness', and disobedience is th<» 
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way of misery. While, then, we are uriited in 
inculcatiog these important truths, which, while 
they are most consolatory to iiian, are purifying 
in their influence on tile moral character, let us 
not break the bond of fellowship by mere disspnt 
on speculative opinions. Our business is to de- 
stroy the foul mdnster endless misery, that has 
so long deceived the nations and filled the earth 
with terror, insanity, suicide and death. When 
we shall have slain this mammoth wliich is deso-^ 
latingthefolds,"Wecan then, at our leisure, turn 
and rid ourselves of less noxious animals. 

Finally, brethren, let us study our own char- 
acters and Search our own hearts, and if we dis- 
cover any besetting sin, that stands opposed to 
the propagation of the pure gospel of Christ, let 
us immolate it on the altar of dyty. Let this 
cause rise paramount in all our hearts — we can- 
not be engaged m one more God-like — or that 
win carry more peace to the soul — it is the cause 
of truth, religipus freedom, and benevolence, 
against the united forces of €ri:or, superstition, 
cruelty and oppression. Let us them devQte 
ourselves to propagating it — be. instfint in sea- 
son and out of season — recommend it by our 
lives, so shall we walk worthy of the high voca- 
tion wherewith we are called — so shaU we ^pm 
the doctrine of God our Siiviour in^U things. 
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It is thought that a short account of the 
Gonventibn, at which tho, foregoing sfernions 
were delivered;^ embracing a concise statenaent 
of the proceedings of that body, together with 
its circiS&T dddres^^ tnlight be a suitable and de- 
sirable appendix to this little volume; and which 
is accordingly here given. ■ 

This General Convention of the denomina- 
tion of universalists, -convened at Concord, N. 
H. to hold its annual session, according to ad- 
journment, on Wednesday and Thursday, 19th 
and 20ih of September 1832- On the prece- 
ding evening, after devout prayer, offered by- 
Br. Robert Bartlett, the Council was duly or- 
ganized by the choice of - 

Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator, 

Br. Thomas F. King, Cfcriij^ and . 

B'R. HosEA Ballou, 2dv;«^«mtoni( C/erA:. 

A committee of five, (three clergymen and 

two lay brethren) wab app6inted to arrange the 

public service* of the occasion. 
12 
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Brs. Russell Streeter, T. J. Greenwood, and 
Warren Skinne;^ were appointed a committee on, 
ipplicatiOns for letters of Fellowship and Ordi- 
nation. 

A committee was appointed consisting of two 
brethren from each State within the jurisdiction 
of this convention . to consider the subject of a 
General Convention of Univecsalists, for the 
whole denomination in the United States, and 
to report thereon. . . 

On Wednesday morning, afterf prayer hy Br. 
Rrimblecom, the Fellowship of the Cpnvefition 
was, on request, granted to the ** First JJniver- 
salist Society in Hanover, N. H." 

In the afternoon, the coiiirtjittee appointed on^, 
the subject of ^ General Convention of Univer- 
salists for-the United States, reported in favor of 
such a convention^ 

The committee on Fellowship and Ordina- 
tion reported in favor of granting fellowship to 
Brs. T. H. Taylor, and A. Norwood, and that 
ordination be conferred on Br. H. F. Stearns, 
which report was accepted. 

On Thursday morning, after prayer, by Br. J. 
Annear, letters froni several societie^^weire read. 



and the report of the committee on the propos- 
ed formation of a U. S. Convention was discus- 
^ed, and after m^tur^ deliberation, in the after- 
noon, the report wa$ adopted. . 

Cooiroittees wev-e appointed to enquire into 
the literary quafifications of candidates for the 
ministry. Committees of discipline were also 
appointed. ^ ^ 

The Clerk was requested tapre4[)are the min- 
utes of the session, and-procure them published, 
accompanied by a Circular Letter. 

After uniting in devout prayer with the Mod- 
erator, , the convention adjourned to meet in 
Strafford, Vt. » on the third . Wednesday and 
Thursday ^f September, J 833. 

CIRCULAR LETTER FOR 1832 

The Ministers ^nd Delegates composing the 
*' General Convention of Universalists," send 
salutations of pfeace and christian affection, to 
all df like ptecious faith whefesoevei* sea tter- 
ed ahrbaH :-*- " * 

Beloved BRETHftteN:— It is with gretlt joy 
that we address to you this annual epistle, he- 
cause we have reason to be assured that all faith- 
ful Universalists are both eager and happy to 
learri any fafcts Connected with the spread of 
their peciiliat' doctrinfes. 
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We were i^oeive^l by our brethren in Gop- 
cord, with a feosi hearty -welcome, and many of 
us, during the session, were- kindly entertained 
by christians of other denominations.' This 
last circumstance, in connexion with the fact, 
that every house of worship* in the plaee was 
voluntarily oflfered for theusepf the Convention, 
indicates a very favorable change in the public 
sentiment respecting our views of Gdd and his 
moral government. - - 

There are, it is true, a few bigoted clergymen 
scattered here and there^^over the cotintry^ wh© 
seem to cherish such a settled enmity against 
Universalists, and especially against Uhiversalist 
preachers, that they would exclude us from the 
common civilities of life; but we have reason to 
be thankful -that their influence is diminishing 
every year. .This is particularly die**ca9e in 
New England. In this^ enlightened portion of 
our happy 'country, the very name of bigotry is 
becoming odious to the great mass of the people, 
and where its reality is exhibited, it of course, 
eitlier excites general pity or contempt. - - 

Our council was xorapesed of ^oRty-ninc 
preachers, and an unusual niindber of Uy dele* 
gates, among the latter of whom, we were high- 
Iv pleased to recfognize some of die venerable 
fiithers in ourl^ael. 

It is worthy of remark, that the only :*iirv4ving 
member of the first Universs*alist Society on the 



contiaent of Atiierica, was present with us, and 
took part in the delibferatiorw ' of the council. 
This was Col. Wm. Pierce, of Gloucest^, 
Mass. who akhough at the advanced age of more 
than ftrur ^core years., still retains his bodily and 
mental powers, in almost uncKminished vigoY. 
The feeling of this venerable patriarch must be 
truly enviable iri respect to what be has seen and 
heard of the rise and progress of our glorious 
doctrine in the United Sflites. -Surely he may 
say in the language of Simeon of old, '' Lord now 
lettest thou thy ^servant depart in p^ace, accord- 
ing to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation, whicbthou hast prepared bdbre the 
face of all people:. A light to lighten the Gren- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel." 

The business ot the council was transacted in 
the exercise of a spirit of kindness and mutual 
forbearance. There-was one subject, however, 
(the formation of a General Cotivention of Uni- 
versalists in the^ United States,) on- which a dif- 
ference of opinion was manifested. This meas- 
ure was debated with great freedom and frank- 
ness, both by Its friends and opposers, and was 
finally adopted contrary to the wishes of a veiy 
respectable minority. 

The majority ofvthe Convention was decid- 
edly of llie opinion, that a general bond of un- 
ion in our deriomination^ wat both desirable and 

12* 
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practicabie^ Tliey tberefore voted to recom- 
mend to the brotherhood throughout the country 
the formwion of Stali^ Conirentions where such 
bodies do 4iot already e:k.ist, and that these State 
Conventions be represented at our next meeting 
in Strafford, Vt. either by letter or delegation-^ 
ibe latter 'rafodewi'll of course always be the 
most acceptable. . ^ ■ < . 

. There are already existing six State CoHven* 
tions, viz.— Maine^ Connecticut, New York, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina^ and Okio. Of 
these, four bad ^ appointed delegates to confer 
with us on the exp^iency of the aforesaid meas- 
ure; but we regret to say, that the delegation 
from the State Conventions of Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut, were unable to attend Jn person. 
The former of these ecclesiastical bodies was 
represented by letter, from which we make the 
following brief extract, as Expressive pf the 
views of our brethren in Pennsylvania : '' We 
are decidedly in favor of forming the proposed 
Convention, pr6yided the power* in it vested are 
only arfi?wary." 

Such also are the views of the brethren in 
Maine and New Yprk^ as distinctly stated by 
their representatives. 

From information received dui'ing thejsession, 
we have reason to expect that State Conventions 
will be organized in the course of- the current 
year, in New Hampshire, Vermont, and Massa- 
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cbUsetts. We should be lugbly. gratified to jeam 
the views of our. brethren in South Carolina on 
the utility of this general union:, and we. would re* 
spectfully suggest to them the propriety of taking 
some order on this subject, at the next annual 
meeting of -their respective State Gonvqutfons, 
and of communicating officially the result of 
their deliberations. thereon, to Rev. Hosea Bal- 
lou 2d. of Rp^bury, Mass. who is the standing 
tlerk of our Convention. #- 

Beloved Brethren — We can assure you that 
a revival of rellglan, in the biest sense of these 
abused^ terms, is rapidly spreading throughout 
our land by the preaching of universal salvation. 
It is begetting in the minds of men a calm and 
unshaken confidence in their heavenly Father — 
it is expanding their hearts with that charity to- 
wai^ds their fellow men, which is the bond of 
perfectness Those who are interested in the 
support of bigotry and superstition are evidently 
alarmed at the favorable change that is taking 
place in the religious views, and hopes, and 
prospects, of those who are converted to our faith. 
Nor are they rpuch less apprehensive respect- 
ing its indirect effect on the popular &ith and 
worship. 

Orthodoxy, it i's true, has the s^me nominal 
existence now, in the creeds, that it had in the 
early settlementpf the country. The Jive p^nnfs 
of Calvinism are still held, or retained, in the 



Hckooy^ledged at^dards of faith in most ortho* 
dox ctiurches, as being the very cream of the 
gospel; and yet how careful are the clergy to 
fliodify and soften the rugged features of these 
several doctrines. They know that the people 
will not receive such horrid doctrines K)r the 
gospel if represented in the iionest, undisguised 
manner of oiu: puritan lorelathers ; and hence 
it has happened that the divinity taught from 
the pulpits of the emngeliQals (as they inodesdy 
call themselves) differs so widely from that of 
the Assembly's Catechism, and other kindred 
formularies. ^ 

Brethren in the ministry — ^Let these facts en- 
courage u& to renew our zeal in the cause of 
christian Universalism — ^ihey are among the 
sure indications, that our labor is not, in vain in 
the Lord. "The harvest truly is plenteous, 
but. the laborers are few. Pray ye therefore 
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest."— It is worthy of re- 
cord, that there never was so great a demand 
for Universalist preachers as at present. From 
almost every town in New England, the Mace- 
donian cry is heard, " come over and help us." 
Let the young men of our denomination wlio 
are preparing for the ministry, be encouraged 
by these facts — ^let them apply themselves dili- 
gently to their appropriate studies, that they 
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niay enter die^ field of labor abundantly qualifi- 
ed for usefulness. 

Let 6very preacher iri fellowship be cafeful 
to guard his heart from the seductive charms of 
popularity. Let os all conduct so as to deserve 
the good opinion of the community, but God 
forbid that we should ' ever attempt to purchase 
it, by a surrender of our independence, or by a 
compromise witb^ error. Let us remain united 
among ourselves, and faithful to the great prin- 
ciples of the gospel, and we have nothing to fear. 

All who read thi§ epistle are. afiectionately 
exhorted to put their trust in God as the univer- 
sal Father and benefactor of mankind — -to con- 
sider well, and to discharge truly their obliga- 
tions to Hiip. May they rejoice in his love, as 
mariifest'ed to the world through his Son Jesus 
CJhi-ist, and give all diligence to add to their 
faith virtue and all the du'istian graces. " Then 
shall their light break fortli as the morning, and 
the glory of the Lord shall be thpir reward." 
Per Order, Thomas F. King. 
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